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Abstract

Salafist thought, given the takfiri and violent approaches adopted by some
movements associated with it and the consequences of widespread killing and
massacres of innocent people, both Muslims and non-Muslims, is regarded as
one of the most dangerous contemporary intellectual and political movements,
particularly in opposition to the “civilization-building thought of Islam.”
Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this study examines the strategy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in confronting Salafist movements during the period
from 2014 to 2023. It analyzes this strategy within the theoretical framework of
“smart power” while taking into account past developments and the future
prospects of Salafist movements in the world. The findings indicate that, since
Salafist movements constituted a direct and serious threat to the national
security of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the security of West Asian countries
during this period, the Islamic Republic of Iran, by employing the components
of smart power at strategic, operational, tactical, and technical levels, was at
times able to play an effective role in weakening these movements, particularly
in Syria and Iraq, and to thwart some of their policies and objectives in the West
Asian region. Nevertheless, the fall of Bashar al-Assad’s government and the
rise of Salafist groups to power in Syria have created new strategic concerns for
the security of the Islamic Republic of Iran and point to the emergence of new
threats in West Asia alongside those posed by the Israeli regime. Accordingly,
the Islamic Republic of Iran should redefine its policies and strategies in

!, Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Yasuj University of Medical Sciences, Yasuj,
Iran. Email: dr.sohrabil393@gmail.com

Copyright © 2010, SSSI (Shiraz Strategic Studies Institute). This is an Open Access article distributed
under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International, which permits others to download
this work, share it with others and Adapt the material.



O T — (Y- VFY - VF)lo Liosts s 55 ol oDl (65003 Siadigh 08 3y,

accordance with the region’s new circumstances, with an emphasis on securing
national interests and the interests of the Islamic Ummah. At the same time, by
closely monitoring developments in neighboring countries and maintaining
vigilance, it should seek to prevent the expansion of instability and the collapse
of regional governments in the face of extremist movements and foreign
interventions.
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