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Abstract

This study examines the historical development of Shi ‘i political discourses
and their influence on Islamic society, with the aim of identifying the dominant
discourse. Employing thematic analysis, the study seeks to answer the question
of which discourses Shi ‘i scholars adopted toward the rulers of their time and
why. To address this question, the written works of Shi ‘i scholars and political
actors in this field were first examined. Relevant data concerning Shi‘i
discourses on government were then extracted from these sources. The data were
subsequently analyzed through the various stages of thematic analysis, leading
to the identification of the underlying themes in the selected sources. Five
overarching themes were identified: prohibition of participation, permissibility
of participation, authorized monarchy, constitutional monarchy, and the Islamic
Republic. In the discourse of prohibition of participation, both dissimulation
(tagiyyah), silence, and withdrawal, as well as uncompromising struggle, can be
observed. In the other discourses, however, support, cooperation, and even
efforts to plan for gaining control over political affairs can be identified.
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