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Abstract

The Safavid period can be regarded as one of the most important periods in
the history of Iran, as it witnessed extensive political, social, and cultural
transformations. Among the most significant developments of this period were
changes in the judicial sphere, legal rulings, the penal system, crime, and
punishment. The adoption of Shi‘a Islam as the official religion of the country
brought about significant changes in judicial practices and procedures. This
article examines the judicial and penal system of the Safavid period, as well as
the nature and types of punishments, from the perspective of foreign travelers
who visited Iran from the early Safavid period onward and provided direct and
detailed accounts of everyday life, customs, and laws. The findings indicate that
although during the Safavid period the judicial system and the relevant judges
were responsible for handling legal matters, crimes, and the implementation of
punishments, the final decision, ruling, and issuance of judgments were made by
the Shah himself, and no one was entitled to disobey or reject his orders and
decisions. Nevertheless, the strictness in enforcing laws and the severity of
punishments depended largely on the power and authority of the Shah. In
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general, the Safavid rulers were highly committed to enforcing laws and
punishing offenders, including social, economic, political, and military
criminals. Consequently, the Safavid period witnessed the implementation of
particularly severe and even terrifying punishments, some of which appear to
have been innovations introduced by the Safavid government.
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