S

Quarterly Journal of Ethics and Society

Vol . 1. No. 1, Spring 2026, page 49-70

Abstract

This article examines the possibility of formulating a systematic
theoretical framework within Islamic ethics under the title of “Imami
Ethics.” While acknowledging the existence of four principal and
conventional domains of ethics individual, social, divine, and
environmental this study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and,
drawing on the specific teachings of Twelver Shi ‘ism, tests the central
hypothesis that the foundational principle of Imamate has the capacity to
generate a distinct ethical system. Imami Ethics, as an emerging ethical
domain, analyzes the obligations, commitments, and reciprocal rights
between the infallible Imam and the community (ummah) within the
framework of Shi ‘a thought. Through an examination of authoritative Shi
‘i texts and sources, this paper seeks to extract and systematize these
ethical obligations based on the ontological, epistemological, and
anthropological foundations of the Imami school. The ultimate aim of this
study is to present a defensible theoretical model for Imami Ethics as a
valuable addition to the field of Islamic ethics and to provide a foundation
for future research in this area. The study addresses the question of whether
it is possible, based on the doctrine of Imamate, to formulate a coherent and
independent ethical system that possesses both distinction and
authenticity.
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