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This study examines the evolution of user agency within the interactive narratives of
video games spanning the seventh through the ninth console generations.
Its primary objective is to investigate how technological advancements and
innovations in game design have expanded user agency within interactive
storytelling during the latest generations of this medium.
The central research question is: How has user agency evolved across the seventh,
eighth, and ninth generations of video games, and how have these developments
influenced both user experience and interactive storytelling?
From a corpus of more than 400 video games examined between 1396 and 1403
(2017-2025), a purposive sample of 40 games from each generation was selected.
Using qualitative content analysis, the study evaluated user agency based on three
principal dimensions:

¢ meaningful player choice;

e character development; and

e transformation of the game world resulting from player actions.
The findings indicate that technological advances—particularly improvements in
artificial intelligence—have substantially increased player agency throughout the
three generations. During the seventh generation, technical limitations significantly
restricted the impact of player decisions. In subsequent generations, however,
improvements in graphics processing capabilities and artificial intelligence enabled
player choices to influence not only the storyline but also the game environment and
relationships between characters.
In addition, evolving cultural expectations among players encouraged developers
to create increasingly sophisticated and complex narrative structures.
Technologies such as virtual reality have further deepened player agency. Overall,
the findings demonstrate that simultaneous advances in technology and game
design have enabled players in the ninth generation to exert considerably greater
influence over game worlds—particularly through ethical and strategic decision-
making that profoundly affects story progression and character relationships.
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Digital Storytelling.
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