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Given the growing importance of media education for children and adolescents, the
need to produce news content tailored to the characteristics and developmental needs
of this age group has become increasingly significant. This necessity has led to the
emergence of a specialized field known as children's and adolescents' journalism,
which requires its own distinct standards and professional characteristics. The objective
of this study is to identify the desirable characteristics of television journalism designed
specifically for children and adolescents, thereby facilitating the production of news
content that is both effective and aligned with their cognitive and emotional capacities.
The study employed a three-round qualitative Delphimethod. Throughout this process,
the perspectives of 12 experts in journalism, specialized news production, children's
literature, youth writing, and related academic fields were collected, analyzed, and
systematically categorized.
The findings indicate that desirable characteristics include:

¢ using simple vocabulary and short sentences;

e presenting news alongside engaging, cheerful, and visually appealing imagery;

® incorporating graphics and animation;

e adopting an interview-based presentation format;

e encouraging children's participation as citizen journalists;

® narrating news stories from a first-person perspective;

e utilizing creative storytelling techniques such as personification and surprise

ending; and

e fostering hope and positive emotions through humor and storytelling.
Furthermore, the study highlights the importance of creating a sense of security among
young audiences and prioritizing topics such as family, the environment, and sports.
The findings of this research can serve as a practical guide for producers of news
content in audiovisual media—particularly television—and contribute significantly to
improving both the quality and effectiveness of journalism for children and adolescents.
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