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This study analyzes content governance in Iran's cyberspace, an issue that has
emerged as one of the principal challenges of public policymaking in recent
decades. The significance of this topic lies in establishing an appropriate balance
between freedom of expression, cybersecurity, and economic development,
particularly withinthe increasingly complexandrapidly evolving digital environment.
Accordingly, this research seeks to identify existing challenges and opportunities
while forecasting possible future trajectories in order to provide policymakers with a
comprehensive analytical perspective.
The study adopts Schwartz's scenario planning methodology, which enables
systematic analysis of uncertainties and the development of multiple alternative
future scenarios.
Data were collected through document analysis and semi-structured interviews with
11 academic experts. Subsequently, key factors, driving forces, and associated
implications were identified and analyzed.
The findings resulted in the development of four governance scenarios:

¢ Centralized and Restrictive Governance

e Open and Democratic Governance

* Modern Governance

e Hybrid Governance
These scenarios were evaluated across social, cultural, economic, and political
dimensions, and the implications of each scenario were examined at multiple levels.
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