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Today, many Iranian Instagram users display important parts of their private lives on
Instagram. This phenomenon reflects transparency-seeking and the ideology of the
post-private sphere, which Byung-Chul Han, the German-Korean theorist, identifies
in his theoretical framework as one of the fundamental mechanisms of neoliberal
order on virtual social networking platforms for reproducing neoliberal values such
as individualism, competitiveness, fluidity, and meritocracy.

Accordingly, the objective of this study is to examine the role of transparency-seeking
in reproducing neoliberal values among Iranian users. The study is quantitative and
survey-based. The statistical population included 400 Instagram users selected
through simple random sampling. The data collection instrument was a researcher-
made questionnaire. SPSS and AMOS Graphics software were used for data analysis
and structural equation modeling.

The findings showed that there is a positive and significant relationship between
transparency-seeking among Iranian Instagram users and various dimensions of
neoliberal values such as individualism, competitiveness, fluidity, and meritocracy.
The tendency toward Instagram-based transparency-seeking increases inclination
toward neoliberal values. Furthermore, the transparency-seeking variable explained
approximately 25 percent of the variance in neoliberal values.

The structural equation model also demonstrated that different dimensions of
Instagram usage influence the tendency toward neoliberal values. The goodness-of-
fit test indicated satisfactory model fit and empirical support for the theoretical model.

Keywords:Instagram, neoliberalvalues, post-private sphereideology, transparency-
seeking, cyberspace.
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