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Hate crime is a type of crime whose policymaking is clearly influenced by media
activities. Due to its unique nature, it is always committed against a person or
group possessing distinct characteristics. Using an analytical-descriptive method,
particularly qualitative content analysis, this article examines the foundations of
media influence on policymaking regarding hate crimes. Specifically, it analyzes
the possible impact of the documentary “And the Spider Came” and the films
“Spider” and “Holy Spider,” which are adaptations of one of the most significant
examples of hate crime: the serial murder case of Saeed Hanaei, who killed street
women motivated by hatred.

The study seeks to answer whether such media activities can influence criminal
policymaking concerning hate crimes. Therefore, the purpose of this research is
to explain how media can influence criminal policymaking regarding hate crimes.
The findings indicate that such media content has the capacity to influence criminal
policymakers by introducing street women as one of the important components of
hate crime and by presenting a support-oriented approach emphasizing rule of law
and rejecting all forms of social disorder. Furthermore, by distinguishing between
considering sex work as aright and recognizing the necessity of protecting the lives
of sex workers, these media productions have persuaded moral entrepreneurs in
society who may perceive the conceptual expansion of hate crime to include such
individuals as a form of legitimization of that practice.

However, challenges such as media dependency, inability to create influence
based on scientific approaches, and emphasis on populist storytelling have limited
the speed and quality of this influence on criminal policymaking.
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