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The aim of this study was to investigate the role of media literacy in preventing
cyberspace harms among first-level secondary school students in the city of Arak.
A survey method was used for the study. The statistical population consisted of first-
level secondary school students in Arak, from which 715 individuals were selected
as the sample. Sampling was conducted through a multi-stage stratified cluster
random method. The data collection tool was a questionnaire.

The findings showed that the mean score of cyberspace harms -was 2.49 out of
5, indicating a moderate level. The highest mean was related to the religious and
psychological dimensions, while the lowest mean was related to the physical and
family dimensions.

The results of structural equation modeling showed that the greatest effects on
cyberspace harms were related respectively to cyberspace usage (beta coefficient
= 0.32) and media literacy (beta coefficient = -0.24). Media literacy also affected
cyberspace usage (beta coefficient = -0.18). Overall, it can be stated that media
literacy has an indirect effect (beta coefficient = -0.05) on cyberspace harms.
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