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This study was conducted to examine the role of media literacy in cybersecurity
and digital identity in the age of artificial intelligence. The research method was
survey-based, and the statistical population included all users of cyberspace and
social networking platforms in Iran who are actively present in digital environments.
The sample size was determined as 384 participants using Cochran’s formula for
an unlimited population. Stratified random sampling was employed. Data collection
tools consisted of standard questionnaires on digital identity, cybersecurity, and
media literacy.

The findings showed that there is a positive and significant correlation between
media literacy, cybersecurity, and digital identity. Media literacy has both a direct
and indirect positive effect (through cybersecurity) on digital identity. Cybersecurity
had the greatest effect on digital identity. Women demonstrated higher levels of
media literacy compared to men.

The results indicate that media literacy, as a key skill, plays an important role in
strengthening cybersecurity and protecting digital identity in the age of artificial
intelligence. Digital identity, as a valuable asset, requires protection; cybersecurity
provides the tools for this protection, while media literacy empowers users to use
thesetoolseffectively. Increasingusers’awarenessthroughmedialiteracy education
can help reduce cyber threats and improve digital security. Together, these three
concepts contribute to creating a secure and trustworthy digital environment.
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