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L - sublimity

2 - agreeable

3 - bodily sensations

4 - Richard Shusterman
5 - Somaesthetics
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1. feeling

2- enliving

3. conceiving
4 -lifeworld

S - emotion
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The Aesthetics of Everyday Experience in the Interior Spaces of the Central
Library and National Archives of Iran: A Study Based on the Thought of
John Dewey

Mahnaz Ansari

Extended Abstract
Problem Statement

A significant portion of architectural research concerning libraries has
traditionally focused on functional efficiency, spatial organization, and formalistic
aesthetics. While these elements are essential, they often overlook the nuanced,
lleemmmmMmmNNIMNIBECEEEEE eCeeeeceeeceeeeaaaaaade eee ceaaaa eeeeeeeeeeeeee
eeeeace eeccee “ae eceaaaa’”—the subtle, perceptual,
and emotional qualities that constitute the actual experience of being in a space. In
the context of a landmark institution like the Central Library and National
Archives of Iran, focusing solely on technical or formal aspects fails to account
for how users engage with the interior environment through their bodies,
emotions, and continuous perception. There is a theoretical gap in understanding
how the interior architecture of a library can transcend being a mere container of
books and functions as a site for meaningful, aestheticized everyday experience.

Research Significance and Necessity

This study is significant as it shifts the discourse of library architecture from a
purely functionalist paradigm toward an experiential and phenomenological one.
B elll ee 1111 eeceacc  eeeeeeeee a
theoretical framework to interpret the relationship between human consciousness
and built environments. This approach is particularly necessary for public cultural
institutions, where the quality of space directly affects the intellectual and
emotional well-being of the users. The study offers a new lens through which
cctttec a  rrrrr rrr ca eaaeeecee “aaa eeeeeeeeeceee  ttterrrr aaace
moving beyond visual ornamentation to explore how the organization of
experience itself creates aesthetic value.

Research Objective and Main Question

The primary objective of this research is to examine and interpret the aesthetic
qualities of everyday experience within the interior spaces of the Central Library
a aaliaaa 1T C laa ee ITITT 1T
aesthetic experience. The study aims to uncover how spatial elements facilitate or
hinder the integration of experience. The central research question is: How can the
interior spaces of the Central Library and National Archives of Iran be interpreted
as sites of aesthetic experience, and how do their spatial qualities contribute to the
ceeeececce a aaa eee’’ ilee eeeceeece aacee €€ €€ aa
principles?
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Research Method

This research employs a qualitative approach, utilizing a descriptive—analytical
method rooted in conceptual analysis and interpretive spatial reading. The
methodology is heavily grounded in the philosophical framework of John Dewey,
using his core concepts—such as the integration of experience, embodied
perception, and the continuity between the organism and the environment—as
aaatttaaa Illl  eee yyyywlllll 11 a ttterrreiiee eaaii aaii ilaaa’”’

ttt errrrtt  eee ee iiiii ia aaace ‘“‘eea””’ tttt a aee  mmamnnnmnn

as a sequence of lived moments. This allows for a deep dive into how movement,

iiillee a ee ceelil  ttteaac 1iiil 1 11aaa’>’ eeeccccaccttt ecaaaa
context.

Key Findings and Conclusion

The findings reveal that the aesthetic value of the Central Library and National
Archives of Iran is not found in its formalist or decorative attributes, but in the
sophisticated organization of lived experience. Through the application of
Deweyan concepts, the study identifies several key spatial-experiential patterns:

1. Perceptual Thresholds: Lobby spaces act as critical transition zones that prepare
the user for the shift from the external urban rhythm to the internal scholarly
atmosphere.

2. Rhythms of Movement and Pause: The circulation systems and spatial
sequences create a rhythmic interplay between active movement and moments
of stillness, mirroring the natural flow of human engagement.

3. Settings for Conscious Stillness: Reading areas and specialized zones function as
environments that foster “conscious stillness,” allowing for deep immersion and
integrated perception.

The study concludes that when environmental qualities—such as the interplay of
light and the presence of silence—are harmoniously organized with the
architectural program, they create a coherent and meaningful experiential
environment. Ultimately, the research demonstrates that aesthetic experience in
architecture emerges from the seamless interaction between the body and the
aaace “eecaaaa”™ ca ee a ffff e ae CCITITIT T
when spatial organization honors the continuity and rhythm of human life.

Keywords: John Dewey, Aesthetic Experience, Aesthetics of the Everyday Life,
Embodiment, Interior Architecture, Central Library and National Archives of Iran,
Library Space
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