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Introduction

The 1919 treaty between Vosqu al-Dawla and Britain is considered one of the turning points in the
contemporary history of Iran. This treaty not only increased British influence in Iran, but also led to a
wave of opposition and protests among the people and political elites inside and outside the country. After
the end of World War I, the British signed an agreement with the then Prime Minister of Iran, Vosqu al-
Dawla, in August 1298 to consolidate their influence in Iran, at a time when the Qajar dynasty was on the
verge of extinction. According to this agreement, all of Iran's military and financial organizations were
placed under British supervision, and the concessions for lIran's railways and highways were also
transferred to them. The agreement, which effectively placed Iran under British protection, was met with
strong opposition from the public and was not approved by the parliament. Figures such as the late
Seyyed Hassan Modarres played an important role in exposing the dimensions of this agreement. VVosugh
al-Dawla resigned in July 1980 under public pressure, and his successor, Moshir al-Dawla, canceled the
agreement and apologized to the British advisors. In this article, an attempt has been made to analyze the
arguments of those in favor of and against the agreement by referring to sources and documents and using
the method of historical research. The findings of the article show that VVosqu'od-Dawla's goals in
concluding the 1919 agreement should be understood as stemming from a kind of political realism that
emphasized the preservation of the state, the concentration of power, and the gradual reform of structures.
He considered the agreement a temporary means to overcome the crisis, not a permanent goal. However,
the lack of national consensus, widespread suspicion of British intentions, and the inflamed political
atmosphere prevented the realization of these goals and made Vosqu'od-Dawla's policy fail in practice.

Methodology

The research method depends on the research objectives and questions, the scope of the research, the
nature of the research subject and its implementation possibilities. The present research is historical-
comparative in nature and method and descriptive-analytical in terms of compilation and writing style.
The information in this research has been collected in a library manner and by referring to documents,
books, articles and other printed texts. The analysis of the information has also been carried out with a
qualitative approach and based on reason, logic and reasoning.

Conclusion

A review of the provisions of the 1919 agreement shows that legally, this agreement envisaged a series of
administrative, financial and military reforms within the framework of Iranian-British cooperation, but at
the political level it made sense in the context of geopolitical competitions after World War I. In a
situation where the Bolshevik Revolution had transformed the power structure in Russia and the risk of its
influence spreading to the Middle East was a concern, Britain was trying to consolidate its position in Iran
and maintain this country as a barrier to the influence of revolutionary Russia. Therefore, the 1919
agreement should be seen as part of a broader British foreign policy strategy in the Middle East after
World War [; a strategy that aimed to create a new regional order based on cooperation with weak but
independent states in the region.

In a general assessment, it can be said that the diplomatic consequences of the 1919 agreement in
Iran's foreign policy had two conflicting aspects. On the one hand, this agreement was an attempt to
stabilize Iran's position in the new order after World War | and to attract the support of a great power to
implement domestic reforms. On the other hand, the disclosure of confidential provisions and financial
requests by Iranian officials caused this agreement to become a symbol of political dependence and state
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corruption in public opinion. As a result, not only did its full implementation fail, but it also led to an
intensification of distrust towards the Qajar government and an increase in the crisis of political
legitimacy. This situation ultimately provided the political and social grounds for the developments that
led to the collapse of the Qajar regime and the formation of a new political order in Iran a few years later.
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British Foreign Office Records, FO 371/4174, “Persia Finance Reports”, 1919, p.3.
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