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This research explains the transformation of the discourse of "cursing” (la'n) from a
theological proposition into a grand socio-political project during the era of Shah
Tahmasb Safavt (r. 930-984 AH) by analyzing the text of the booktNafahat al-Lahit {1
La‘'n al-Jibt wa al-Taghtit (The Fragrances of Divinity on Cursing the Idol and the
Tyrant) by al-Muhaqqiq al-Karaki (d. 940 AH), employing the frameworks of Critical
Discourse Analysis and institutional study. The findings of the research indicate that
"cursing"” was transformed from merely a theological issue into a complex political-
social project and was utilized in service of the government on three levels: theoretical,
institutional, and operational.

At the theoretical level, by redefining cursing as a form of "worship" and
mythologizing history, the ideological legitimacy of the Safavids was articulated. At the
institutional level, this discourse was institutionalized within the government structure
through a strategic alliance with immigrant scholars from Jabal ‘Amil and the creation
of positions such as "Shaykh al-Islam" and "Mullabashi". At the operational level, it
was employed as a tool for arousing collective emations, forging religious identity, and
confronting the Ottoman Empire.

The findings suggest that the success of this project was indebted to the profound
interconnection between discourse, institution-building, management of economic
resources (endowments and stipends), and public policy-making. This demonstrates
how cursing moved from the periphery of individual beliefs into the core of official
Safavid politics, becoming one of the pillars of religious nation-building and the
consolidation of the state.
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Introduction

The establishment of the centralized Safavid state (1501-1722 CE) in Iran fundamentally necessitated a
redefinition of the components of legitimacy, national identity, and social consensus. In this context, the
discourse of "cursing™ (la'n) and "disavowal™ (tabarri) — which had a precedent in ancient Shiite texts —
was drawn from the realm of individual and theological beliefs into the center of official policy. This
strategic shift was the product of a complex process involving the production of theoretical discourse,
executive institution-building, distribution of economic resources, and psychosocial mobilization. The
book "Nafahat al-Lahut fi La'n al-Jibt wa al-Taghut" by Muhaqqiq Karaki (Ali ibn Abd al-Ali Karaki al-
Amili), as the chief architect of Safavid political jurisprudence, is considered the foundational document
of this discourse and its theoretical-practical framework. The present study, through a comprehensive
analysis of the complete text of “Nafahat™ — from its introduction to its conclusion — and with attention to
the historical-political context of the era of Shah Tahmasb, seeks to explain what discursive mechanisms
the discourse of cursing possesses in this book and how, through institution-building and policy-making,
it became a tool for legitimation, identity formation, and popular mobilization in opposition to the
Ottoman Empire.

Main Question: What are the discursive characteristics of the discourse of cursing in the book
"Nafahat al-Lahut", and how did it become, during the period of Shah Tahmasb, through institution-
building, economic support, and public policy-making, a tool for legitimation, identity formation, and
popular mobilization in opposition to the Ottomans?

Although the role of scholars in the Safavid period has been examined, few studies have analyzed
"cursing" as a complex ideological-institutional system that simultaneously creates legitimacy, constructs
identity, distributes wealth, and mobilizes people. This article, by focusing on a foundational text and
linking it to historical documents concerning the administrative, economic, and diplomatic structures,
seeks to fill this gap. The direct and analytical use of the primary text of "Nafahat al-Lahut", which has
rarely been examined in this way in similar research, represents a new step in understanding the depth of
the Safavid discursive strategy.

The investigation of this research shows that to transform "cursing™ into an attractive and binding
political action, Muhaqqig Karaki engaged in a kind of "re-engineering of religious concepts,” the most
important of which is elevating "cursing™ from a recommended or permissible act to the level of an "act
of worship" and a "religious duty".

In "Nafahat al-Lahut", Muhagqiqg Karaki establishes a myth of Islamic history in which the event of
Sagifah and the calamities following the Prophet's death are considered the "original sin™ of the Muslims.
Through a meticulous and provocative rereading of events such as the attack on the house of Lady
Fatima, the usurpation of Fadak, and the insults to Imam Ali (AS), he links the collective memory of the
Iranians of the Safavid era with the concept of "empowered victimhood." The narrative structure of
"Nafahat™ in the final sections of the book goes beyond explaining the general concept of "usurpation of
the caliphate™ and moves towards "specification and exemplification™.
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Methodology

The present study, in reading the text of "Nafahat al-Lahut", employs key concepts of Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA). Based on this approach — whose foundations can be traced in foundational works such
as Norman Fairclough's "Critical Discourse Analysis" (2000) — language is not merely a carrier of a
message but is itself a social action that can serve as a tool for exercising, consolidating, or challenging
power relations. To explain how this discourse transformed into stable political structures, the above
framework is complemented by Max Weber's theory of legitimacy. In his classic work "Economy and
Society” (Persian translation, 2015), Weber divides the legitimacy of governments into three types:
traditional, rational-legal, and charismatic. This division provides a suitable framework for analyzing the
process of transforming the religious ideology of the Safavid period into the executive structure of the
government. The research method is qualitative, based on a discursive content analysis of the complete
text of "Nafahat" (emphasizing the book's dual structure) and a historical-documentary study. Data were
extracted from primary Safavid sources and contemporary research and analyzed through thematic
coding.

Conclusion

The discourse of cursing in the era of Shah Tahmasb, intellectually led by Muhaqqiq Karaki and relying
on the complete text of "Nafahat al-Lahut”, was a successful socio-political engineering project. By
exiting the purely theological domain and becoming equipped with a powerful, emotional narrative
apparatus full of historical details and specific accusations (especially in the final sections), this discourse
was able to become a multi-purpose tool.

The analysis of this research showed that the discourse of cursing was employed on three levels:

1- At the theoretical-discursive level: Through strategies of dualism, mythologizing history,
redefining concepts, and presenting objective and emotionally provocative models of hatred in the final
pages, it constructed a bipolar and mobilizing worldview.

2- At the institutional-executive level: It was institutionalized within the government and society
through an alliance with scholars from Jabal Amil, the creation of the powerful position of Shaykh al-
Islam, and policies such as the mandatory cursing (sabb), the promotion of state rituals, and the
production of propaganda literature.

3- At the functional-pragmatic level: It simultaneously served to provide sacred legitimation for the
government, forge a unified identity for society, create a loyal economic network, and organize the
masses in opposition to the external enemy.

"Nafahat al-Lahut" was not merely a jurisprudential book; it was an ideological manifesto, a
textbook for state propagandists, and a roadmap for religious nation-building in a critical era. The success
of this project demonstrates the Safavids' — especially Shah Tahmasb and Muhaqqig Karaki's — profound
understanding of the power of language, institution-building, and the political economy of religion in
establishing a centralized government.
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