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Women'’s education and literacy during the reign of Reza Shah were placed at
the forefront of the regime’s reformist objectives and represented a significant
step in the state’s, modernizationt agenda. Thisa study,r using a
descriptive Jmalytical method, examines women’s educational programs and
outlines the measuresrtaken byrReza’Shah’ssgovernment in this domainoBased
on statistical data, educational yearbooks, and records from schools, maktabs,
and’thepHigher Teachers’ College, the centralhquestion is: how did the number
and quality of female students in primary and secondary levels develop, and
what outcomes and achievements resulted fromr women’s education at the
Higher Teachers’ College and their admission to the universityt for Iranian
society?

The study’s hypothesis suggests that Reza Shah’s supportive policies led to an
increase in the number of female students and university attendees, shaping a
new generation of educated women in Iran who moved in alignment with the
state’s goals and aspirations. The findings indicate-that during Reza Shah’s era,
the number of female students in primary and secondary education rose rapidly,
and the educational system, under the supervision of a centralized ministry,
gained structure and direction. In line with these developments, women entered
the university for the first time, and the first cohort of women graduated from
the Higher Teachers’ College.
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Introduction and Methodology

Attention to women's education and training became more important than anything else in the
contemporary era. Women's literacy in this sense emphasized the importance of half of a country's
population, who, with proper education, would be able to influence and intervene. During the
constitutional period and after it, the background and preparation of minds for keeping pace with the
progressive reforms that Reza Shah was promoting had been formed to a large extent, but it was only the
orders based on power that were finally able to create new openings and opportunities for women. This
opening, with any desire and will, whether humanitarian beliefs or generational education in support of
the ideals of sovereignty, was interpreted to some extent in the direction of strengthening women's
individual and social rights.

The present study was prepared by considering library resources, statistics, academic yearbooks,
school statistics, and referring to newspapers and documents, and the author has tried to present a
comprehensive study. In terms of the research background, the following are noteworthy: The article
“Thedlrenddf Women’s Education from the Beginning of Modernism to the End of the Reza Shah Era”
(Farsani, 2014, Women’s Research Journal, No. 9) examinedvthe development of girls’ schools. Another
article “Reflection of Intellectual Interactions of Thinkers on Women’s Education in the First Pahlavi
Period Based on Three Magazines: Alam Nasvan, Shafaq Sorkh, and Etelaat” (Hamidi, 2015, History of
Islam and Iran, No. 27) presented the intellectuals’ attitude towards women’s education. An article titled
“New Motherhood and Women’s Education in the Reza Shah Era” (Hosseini, 2011, History of Islam and
Iran, No. 52) interpreted the concept of new motherhood in relation to women’s education. Another
important study titled “The Dominant Discourse on the Educational System and Textbooks for Women in
the Reza Shah Era” (Zandieh, 2013, Social History, No. 2) was written with the aim of explaining how
modern women identify. An article titled “Education of Girls and Women during the Time of Reza Shah”
(Amin, 2002, Women’s Chapter, Vol—2) is another research. Other research includes the book
“Fundamentals of the Ideology of Governance and Its Impact on Texts and Course Materials in the Early
Pahlavi Era” (Hamdi, 2014) and another book “The Impact of Girls’ Schools on the Social Development
of Women in Iran” (Mirhadi, 2014), in which the author concluded that the increase inrgirls’ schools led
to the social presence of women within the framework of the goals and programs of the government.
However, in general, it can be said that the topics of these studies are different from the present article,
and what can be mentioned as an innovation is the effort to develop a framework and evolutionary
process of the increase in female students from elementary school to high school, based on statistics and
academic yearbooks, and their entry into universities and higher education institutions, and the effects and
results that result from it in society.

Conclusion

With the support and propaganda of Reza Shah's government, women's education and literacy in Iran
increased rapidly. The government's measures to change the mentality of society and emphasize the
possibility of women's literacy caused the number of female students to increase, at least quantitatively.
Women were also able to enter universities and higher education institutions for the first time. In fact,
Reza Shah's action in developing girls' primary and secondary schools and finally allowing women to
enter universities was considered an achievement for Iran. An achievement that, although it could not
provide equal rights with men, was nevertheless a step towards achieving some individual and social
rights for women.
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Reza Shah's reforms and actions were right on the path followed by the elites and intellectuals of
society and women's publications and newspapers. In what these publications said and within the
intellectual framework of Reza Shah's government, the practical possibility of women's education and
their socialization could only be realized when the veil was removed or uncovered. On the one hand, in
pursuing these goals, it was previously necessary for women to be educated and aware of the modern
world, and these two were interpreted as necessary and necessary for each other. The government's
reform orders were in many cases in conflict with the will and will of society, and the culture of the
school and the family had a great difference in perspective. This difference caused social restrictions for
women to remain throughout Reza Shah's era. On the other hand, women who completed their education
usually wanted jobs, but society showed resistance in what was related to women's employment, and this
refusal in practice caused restrictions for women. Finally, it should be said that, as statistics and academic
yearbooks show at this time, the number of female students and female teachers and professors increased
rapidly, and the government made a serious effort to educate a generation of women who would be in step
with and in line with the government's policies.
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