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Introduction

Louis Massignon (1883-1962) stands as one of the most influential figures in French Islamology, whose
approach relied on empathic experience rather than mere textual dissection. The central problem of this
research explores how the researcher’s subjectivity and his mystical experience transformed the
traditional colonial image of Iran and Shi'ism in the West. During an era when positivistic Orientalism
viewed Sufism as an imported phenomenon alien to Islam, Massignon created an epistemological
revolution based on the "Quranic origin of Sufism" theory. The main hypothesis suggests that through the
concepts of "Intromission™ and "Dépaysement," Massignon redefined Iran as a "Spiritual Clime" and the
center of hermeneutic interpretation of Islamic revelation. This study highlights the importance of
spiritual intuition in academic research.

Method

This research utilized an interpretive-phenomenological method. This method was chosen due to the
necessity of understanding Massignon’s "Life-world" and the dialectical link between his personal
intuitions—particularly the 1908 event in Baghdad—and his academic corpus. This methodology allows
the researcher to move beyond causal explanations and "grasp" the meaning of phenomena through
existential participation. The study examined primary and secondary French sources, analyzing
Massignon’s works such as La Passion d'Al-Hallaj and Essai sur les origines du lexique technique to trace
the development of his spiritual phenomenology. The focus remained on the subjective transition of the
researcher from an external observer to an internal participant.

Results

The findings of this research demonstrate that Louis Massignon established a structural link between
ancient Iranian identity and the esoteric dimension of Islam by focusing on three fundamental pillars:
Hallaj, Salman al-Farsi, and Suhrawardi. In his phenomenological analysis of Hallaj’s cry of "Ana al-
Haqgq," he interpreted it not as an individualistic egoistic claim, but as the ultimate "intromission™ of the
soul into the Divine sphere and the manifestation of Iranian mystical genius within the heart of Islamic
civilization. Regarding sacred history, Massignon introduced Salman al-Farsi as the first
phenomenologist of "Dépaysement” (Mental Displacement); by migrating from Persia to Hijaz, Salman
became the archetype of the "Stranger-Confidant™ in the secret of revelation, bridging Iranian heritage
with the core of Islam. Finally, through the discovery of Suhrawardi, Massignon introduced Iran as the
"Eighth Clime" and a spiritual homeland where the "Divine Glory" (Far-e lzadi) continues through the
"Wisdom of Illumination™ (Hikmat al-Ishraqg).

Collectively, his subjective approach facilitated a transition from colonial Orientalism to Spiritual
Phenomenology. Massignon showed that Iranian genius transformed the Semitic language from a legal
and formal structure into an illuminative and existential one. He traces the continuity of the "Light of
Glory" into the concept of "Shi'ite Walayah," thereby making Iran the guardian of the esoteric secret of
religion. The results indicate that Massignon’s methodology allows for a "sacred hospitality" where the
researcher hosts the "Other" within their own soul. This approach successfully countered the drying effect
of Western rationalism on Eastern spiritual studies.

Conclusion

Massignon proved through his lived experience and mystical intuition that to understand the essential
truth of a culture, a researcher must not remain an "external observer." Instead, one must undergo a
"voluntary death™ to be reborn in the spirit of the "Other." This transition from objective Orientalism to
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empathic phenomenology created a new paradigm in Iranian studies. He elevated Iran from a
geographical margin to the "Hermeneutic Center" of Islamic revelation. Massignon’s approach
consolidated the Quranic authenticity of Sufism and established a structural link between ancient Iranian
identity and Shi'ism. The research suggests that Massignon’s model of "Iranian Islam" fosters inter-
civilizational dialogue based on spiritual participation.

However, due to its qualitative nature and focus on subjectivity, this study faces limitations
regarding generalizability to other positivistic schools. Additionally, Massignon’s sharp critique of Ibn
Arabi versus his admiration for Hallaj remains a significant challenge. Future research should explore the
mutual influence between Massignon’s thought and contemporary Iranian thinkers, such as Ali Shariati,
within the socio-political context.
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