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Avrticle type:

Research Article The first Pahlavi government, with the aim of creating political centralization and

limiting the power of the clergy in Iran, sought to provide the financial resources
needed to form its desired institutions, including an efficient bureaucratic system. This
program was directly dependent on the development of the country's educational
system, and to achieve it, providing financial resources for the education and training
of bureaucratic personnel seemed essential. In line with these goals, the Pahlavi
2025-10-12 government was trying to organize the country's endowment system and use it as a
source of finance for its various projects. The method of this research is descriptive-
analytical, which has been carried out with a library method and the use of sources and
2025-12-23 references. The results and findings of this research show that in January 1934, the
Endowment Law and its amendment in May 1935 were approved, and the necessary
financial resources were provided to achieve the political and economic goals of the
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government. After the approval of this law and its amendment, the use of endowments
in various educational, construction, and cultural fields intensified in a targeted and
Keywords: organized manner. This process included the use of endowment revenues in building
endowment, schools, establishing libraries, publishing books, and other educational purposes.
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Introduction and methodology

During the Pahlavi era, especially with the establishment of the Endowment Organization and the passage
of the Endowment Laws in 1934 and 1935, the government tried to use the income from endowments to
finance the country's development costs, especially in the areas of education, health, urban development,
and even the economy. This led to a change in the function of endowments, and while in the past they
were mainly spent on religious and cultural affairs, in this period they were allocated to the establishment
of schools, hospitals, the restoration of historical buildings, and the implementation of development
programs. However, the government's actions in the field of state-owned endowments and their
supervision, especially in the context of land reforms, caused some endowments to be taken out of the
hands of the clergy and the people, which reduced public trust in the endowment institution. Nevertheless,
people continued to endow their properties, and in some cases, new endowments were even allocated to
newly established institutions such as hospitals and schools. During this period, the endowment, as a
cultural and social institution, continued to function in order to meet the needs of the people in various
fields. While the government and some of its policies tried to limit religious activities, the people, while
maintaining their religious beliefs, used the endowment institution as a tool to help the needy and
improve the quality of their social and cultural life. Despite anti-religious policies and government
interventions, the tradition of endowment remained strong in society and was able to play important
economic, social, and cultural functions in addition to religious functions. This development played an
important role in the continuation of the people's social and cultural activities and had positive effects in
the form of establishing schools, health centers, and promoting charitable activities.Endowment as an
important social and economic tradition and a charitable act has its roots in many human societies,
including ancient Iran. With the advent of Islam and the extensive emphasis of this religion on issues such
as endowment, charity, and charity, the scope and diversity of endowments and their functions increased
significantly. In the history of Iran after Islam, the endowment process continued, but under the influence
of various political, economic, social, and cultural factors, it underwent numerous changes and ups and
downs until it reached the Pahlavi era. The endowment tradition in Iran has long been carried out
voluntarily and without any compulsion, based on Islamic teachings, to serve the people and seek the
pleasure of God. With the spread of Islamic culture and the emphasis of religious leaders on the
importance of endowment, this culture became widespread in Iranian society and attracted the attention of
various people, including the wealthy, courtiers, royal families, and other classes of society. This pious
tradition spread not only in Tabriz, but also in other cities, so that today many schools, mosques,
caravanserais, Qaisariyehs, aqueducts, etc. remain, which indicates the importance of this culture. During
the Pahlavi regime, which lasted for half a century in Iran, many efforts were made to confront religion
and weaken religious institutions, including the Wagqf institution. In this regard, measures such as the
establishment of the Wagf Organization, the sale of waqgf lands, and the implementation of land reforms
were taken. These measures led to fundamental changes in the amount and function of endowments and
the way they were used in different regions of the country, including the city of Tabriz. These
developments caused the endowment resources to be significantly removed from the scope of religious
and social uses and directed more towards government projects and modernization.
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