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Coins, regardless of their role as a medium of exchange, can play an
important part in the economy and trade of governments. Additionally, the
inscriptions and designs on coins can reflect territorial, political, cultural,
and economic changes within a country throughout history. This is why
the study of coins and, consequently, the use of numismatics today can be
of great help to professors, researchers, and scholars in various historical
fields, even for those specializing in specific historical periods, to better
examine and refine the transformations in political and dynastic history,
economic history, cultural and religious history, as well as the historical
geography of dynasties and governments over time. This research aims to
explore how numismatics can be used in historical research and studies to
shed light on certain ambiguities that researchers may encounter when
examining pivotal moments in history. The findings of the research
indicate that numismatics, depending on the manner and method of coin
minting in different historical periods, can provide significant assistance
to historians in conducting their studies accurately. Numismatics can
contribute to the precise chronology of the reigns of kings, the
identification of potential claimants, rivals to power, and rebels against the
central government, as well as the historical extent and political-
geographical boundaries of the territories of ruling dynasties. Moreover, it
can help in understanding the duration of the prevalence of various scripts
and languages in different historical periods, identifying customs, rituals,
and religious ceremonies of each historical era, and analyzing the nature
and causes of economic rivalries among neighboring and competing
states, along with the economic scope of their coins. Such contributions of
numismatics offer valuable insights to historians for conducting their
studies comprehensively.

Citation: Ahangaran, A. (2025). Numismatics and its role in historical research
and studies. Journal of Historical Findings. 1(4), 1-25.

© The Author(s).

DOI: https://doi.org/10.30466/jhf.2025.56036.1031
DOR: https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.30606411.1403.1.4.1.8

Publisher: Urmia University.

1 Corresponding author: Amir Ahangaran, Email: Ahangaran.a@Ilu.ac.ir, Tell: +989120219092



Ahangaran, Numismatics and its role in historical research and studies 2

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Coins are one of the important movable
properties and a significant written
historical document. Understanding their
various types is the most critical topic in
numismatics, which, as part of the heritage
of past generations, can play an important
role in enriching and expanding our
knowledge of the diverse developments of
human societies throughout different
periods of history. Familiarity with coins
and utilizing the science of numismatics
can serve as an auxiliary tool for
unraveling certain historical events and
issues, benefiting historians. It can
significantly assist history professors in
universities and research institutions in
both educational and research fields, aiding
them in conducting and completing certain
studies and enhancing the understanding of
historical topics in classroom settings for
students, as well as supporting graduate
students in their research endeavors.
Despite Iran's historical prominence as a
leading country in coin minting and being
among the ancient civilizations with
numerous dynasties that ruled over its vast
geographical expanse, contributing to a
wide variety of coinage, numismatics
currently holds no position as an academic
course at any level of history studies
within  universities and  academic
institutions.

Methodology

This research aims to employ a descriptive-
analytical method to explore how the science
of numismatics can be used in historical
research and studies to uncover certain
ambiguities that scholars face when dealing
with significant turning points in history. It
seeks to demonstrate how numismatics and
the use of coins can significantly assist
historians and researchers in gaining a better
understanding of past historical
developments

Results and discussion
The findings of the research indicate that
numismatics, depending on the manner and

method of coin minting in different
historical periods, can provide significant
assistance to historians and researchers in
conducting their studies accurately and
precisely. Numismatics can contribute to
the precise chronology of the reigns of
kings, the identification of potential
claimants, rivals to power, and rebels
against the central government, as well as
the historical extent and political-
geographical boundaries of the territories
of ruling dynasties. Moreover, it can help
in understanding the duration of the
prevalence of various scripts and
languages in different historical periods,
identifying customs, rituals, and religious
ceremonies of each historical era, and
analyzing the nature and causes of
economic rivalries among neighboring and
competing states, along with the economic
scope of their coins. Such contributions of
numismatics offer valuable insights to
historians and researchers for conducting
their studies comprehensively.

Conclusion

By utilizing coins, it is possible to bridge
the temporal and spatial gaps that exist
between historians and historical facts in
the realm of research and historical studies.
This approach can foster a form of
empathy between the subject, namely the
historian or researcher, and the object, that
is, the coin, which is examined to gain a
deeper  understanding  of historical
transformations in  various political,
economic, and cultural domains. The
designs and inscriptions on the obverse and
reverse of coins, depending on the
language, script, and religious orientations
of ruling dynasties, can serve as evidence
of Zoroastrianism, Sunni, or Shia beliefs,
or indicate religious conversions and
support for particular doctrines during a
given period. Although coin forgery was
inevitable in most periods of Iran's history,
coins, based on their quality and fineness,
could significantly influence the economic
prosperity or decline of kingdoms. For this
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reason, overseeing the management of
mints and coin production was always a
matter of concern for different dynasties.
Additionally, from the perspective of
territorial ~ sovereignty and historical
geography, coins can act as a
supplementary document, enhancing the
reports of historians regarding the regions
under the control and influence of a
dynasty or King. Contemporary
researchers, by relying on these coins, can
more accurately delineate the maps and
borders of states’ power and influence
according to the reigns of various
monarchs, presenting a clearer picture to
modern readers. Despite the fact that some
past historians, such as Mohammad bin
Hindushah Nakhjavani, Mirza Sami’a, and
Mohammad Hasan Khan Etemad-al-
Saltaneh, had considerable knowledge
about coins and mints — as evidenced by
their works — unfortunately, numismatics
has remained relatively neglected among
contemporary historians, researchers, and
history students. This is particularly
regrettable because this field of study
could be employed as a tangible tool to
enhance students' learning experiences in
education and to encourage them to use
coins as a historical document in their
research. However, the absence of
numismatics as a part of the history
curriculum, even as two or more course
units, is a significant shortcoming. As a

result, history graduates lack any
substantial understanding of coins from
different periods or how to use them to
clarify historical ambiguities, complete
research at the graduate level, or even as a
practical skill for employment in museums
with coin sections. In conclusion, this
research proposes that history departments
should no longer overlook the field of
numismatics and should include it in their
curricula.  Furthermore, they should
consider collaborating with archaeology
departments to develop an interdisciplinary
study program in numismatics at the
master's level. Such a step could help train
specialists for cultural heritage centers,
museums, and other research institutions.
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