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Revisiting the Reciprocal Authority
(Hujjiyya) Horbof the Qur’an and Sunnah’

Seyyed Hassan Siadati’

Abstract

The relationship between the Qur’'an and the Sunnah has long been
a central focus of extensive scholarly inquiries. While the Qur’an is
universally accepted by Muslims as a foundational source of religious
knowledge, debates persist regarding the extent of its authority and the
methodologies for interpreting its verses. The concept of reciprocal authority
emphasizes a mutual relationship between the Qur’an and the Sunnah
in deriving religious knowledge, positing that the Qur’an requires the
Sunnah to clarify certain verses, just as the Sunnah relies on the Qur’an
for accurate interpretation. This paper concentrates on the arguments
put forward for one aspect of this theory: the necessity of the Qur’an’s
reliance on the Sunnah for achieving correct and precise understanding.
It further underscores and explains the role of the Imam in uncovering
the divine intent of the Qur’an, illustrating the importance of such an
investigation. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, adopting
a comparative methodology, and by applying methodological insight
from library research, this study examines the arguments supporting the
reciprocal theory of authority. The findings underscore the indispensable
role of the Sunnah in attaining the divine intent of the Qur’anic verses.
Keywords: Reciprocal Authority, Qur’an-Sunnah Relationship, Qur’anic
Authority, Reciprocal Arguments, Qur’an-44/ al-Bayt Interrelation.
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