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Rejecting Delegation (Tafwid) to
the Imam: A Study of the Chains of
Narrations and their Signification
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Abstract

The concept of “delegation (tafwid) to the Imam” has been both affirmed
and negated in various narrations. Considering the diverse applications of
the term “tafwid ”, each narration addresses a specific form of delegation.
Regardless of the narrations, the concept of “delegation to the Imam”
can be categorized into four types: independent (istiglalt), absolute
determinism (jabrt mahd), absolute delegation (mamuri mahd), and
moderate designated delegation (tafwid mamirt amr bayn al-amrayni).
Each category is further divided based on its scope and object of delegation.
Within Shi‘i hadith literature, narrations invalidating “delegation to the
Imam” fall into three key categories: (1) general repudiation of tafwid and
its proponents (mufawwida), (2) rejection of tafwid due to its association
with polytheism, and (3) denial of independent delegation (tafwid istiqlalT).
A detailed analysis of the chains of transmission and the signification
of the narrations reveals that the approach adopted by later Shi‘i Rijal
scholars fails to authenticate these narrations and, therefore, cannot be
used to reject the type classified as “moderate designated delegation”
(tafwid mamurt amr bayn al-amraynt). When contextualized within
Shi‘i doctrinal teachings (figh al-ma ‘arif), however, all narrations can be
authenticated and explained. While some narrations remain ambiguous
(mujmal) in their signification and do not explicitly negate “moderate
designated delegation,” most however, when analyzed in light of textual
evidence, explicitly reject “independent or polytheistic delegation”.
Notably, widely accepted (mashhir) and credible narrations affirm and
elucidate the validity of “moderate designated delegation.”

Keywords: Delegation (tafwid), Delegationists (mufawwida), Attributing
Creation and Sustenance to the Imams, Ontological Authority (al-Wilayah
al-Takwiniya), Deification of the Imams
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