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Abstract

After 'Abd al-Malik suppressed his opponents in 74 AH, he sought
to reinforce his legal legitimacy through Islamic tradition. One of his
most significant actions was minting Islamic coins, incorporating visual
symbols that conveyed specific cultural elements and a particular sense
of legitimacy. The iconography on these coins reflected an ideology that
aligned with the views of the second caliph, positioning the legal status
of the caliph within the Islamic system on par with that of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).

This idea directly opposed the Shia concept of Imamate, which is seen as
an extension of the Prophethood of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The
ascetic depiction of the caliph and the presence of symbols of authority
such as the sword and whip raise the question of what kind of personality
the caliph intended to present to the audience with this iconography.

The results of this research show that 'Abd al-Malik, in addition to
sanctifying the caliphate, utilized symbols of legitimacy from Arab
culture. This study aims to evaluate the concepts reflected in the image,
text, and context of 'Abd al-Malik’s illustrated coins and his political-
religious intentions in choosing the symbols of the sword and whip, using
an anthropological method and relying on historical sources.
Keywords: Imamate, Caliphate, Legitimate Legislator, Legal Anthropology,
Prophetic Tradition, 'Abd al-Malik Ibn Marwan, Standing Caliph Coin,
Numismatics.
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