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Abstract

Among the various Shia groups, only the Imamiyya and Isma'tliyya
believe in the infallibility of the Imam. The Isma'1lis consider the Imam
to be the successor of the Prophet, and since the Prophet is infallible,
his successor must also be infallible. At first glance, it seems that the
meaning and concept of the Imam 's infallibility are the same for both
the Imamiyya and the Isma'tliyya. However, a scholarly examination of
Isma'Tl1 and other sources reveals that the Isma'Tlis consider infallibility
to be intrinsic to the Imam, making sin an impossibility for his essence.
This means that the Imam cannot commit sin, and whatever he does is free
from error, even if it appears contrary to the outward aspects of the Sharia.
In contrast, the Imamiyya believe that infallibility is a grace from God
bestowed upon His special servants to keep them away from sin and error.
Thus, while the possibility of sin exists for the Imam in essence, it does
not occur in practice. In other words, the Imam is infallible in reality,
and it is impossible for him to act against the Sharia.

Therefore, the concept of the Imam's infallibility differs between the Isma'Tltyya
and the Imamiyya, and it is necessary to clarify this difference and trace its
implications in their religious beliefs and practices. It should be noted that
the roots of these ideas lie in the thoughts of the extremists (ghulat), which
have permeated all Isma'Tli religious teachings. Corrupt interpretations and
permissiveness are the products of these extremist thoughts.
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