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Abstract

One of the most significant opinions in Sunni thought regarding “Imamate
and Leadership” is the theory of “The Prohibition of Rebellion Against
an Unjust Ruler.” Despite its inconsistency with the principles of divine
governance, this theory has long been accepted as a legal ruling by the
majority of Sunni scholars and has served as a practical model in the
governance of Islamic societies.

Although this theory has faced opposition from some Sunni jurists, such
as Abu Hanifa, the Mu'tazilites, and certain Ash'ari theologians, it has
been upheld by Sunnis based on Quranic interpretation, hadith, ijma’
(consensus), and maslaha (consideration of public interest). Adherence to
this theory in many Sunni Islamic societies has led to the acceptance of
oppression and passivity in protecting Islamic teachings and the obligatory
duty of jihad. It has also caused significant hardships in Shia communities
under the rule of unjust rulers, particularly those of Sunni dominance,
and marginalized Shia Imams, preventing them from fulfilling the true
role of divine Imamate and religious governance.

This article explains the theory, its proponents and opponents, and critiques
it based on Quranic verses according to Sunni interpretations. It also
examines the views of some contemporary Sunni thinkers on its foundations.
Keywords: Theory of Rebellion, Prohibition of Rebellion, Unjust Ruler,
Oppression in Verses, Oppression in Sunni Interpretations.
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