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the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) to the Divine Leaders
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Abstract

The role of comparing and analogizing the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) to the
divine leaders of the Israelites is a significant and debated topic in Islam,
holding a prominent place among Muslims. Recognizing its importance
is crucial, as ignorance of it leads to a death of ignorance. Therefore,
the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) have employed various methods to introduce the
rightful Imam. One such method is comparing and analogizing themselves
to the divine leaders of the Israelites. Examining these comparisons and
analogies reveals that their discourse varied in different social and cultural
contexts and according to the type of audience. Utilizing the capacity of
analogy, due to the audience’s mental preconceptions about the points
of similarity, effectively served the Imams’ objectives.

This research aims to classify, analyze, and examine these types of
hadiths using a descriptive-analytical method, and to explore the points
of similarity and comparison. From this, the function of these analogies
and comparisons is presented. The studies show that the narrative
mentions of analogies and comparisons include types such as analogy
to Prophet Moses, the Gate of Repentance, Aaron and his sons, analogy
to Prophet Jesus, his successors and disciples, and Simon, analogy to
Prophet John, Prophet David, Solomon and Asif ibn Barkhiya, Talut and
the Ark of the Covenant, and the leaders of the Israelites. Its function in
the field of Imamate studies is manifested in titles such as text, divine
appointment and identification of the Imam, the Imam’s possession of
divine knowledge and superiority, ontological guardianship, superiority,
Imamate and succession, caliphate and ministry, infallibility, and the
exclusivity of Imamate in twelve individuals.

Keywords: Imamate, Function of Analogy and Comparison, Leaders of
the Israelites, Text, Superiority, Signs of the Imam.
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