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Abstract

Criminal justice systems have long been familiar with a tendency toward retributive and stringent penal
policies in addressing economic crimes. The relative fragility of the economic structure of contemporary
Iranian society on the one hand, and public demands for a decisive response to perpetrators of economic
crimes and corruption on the other, have in many respects led to a transformation in the approach of the
criminal legal system of the Islamic Republic of Iran. One manifestation of this transformation has been
the allocation of certain branches of the Revolutionary Courts to conduct special and differential
proceedings in economic corruption cases, commonly referred to as “Estijazeh Courts.” The general
rationale of these courts—established pursuant to a legal-judicial authorization by the Supreme
Leader—reflects a differentiated approach within criminal justice policy toward economic corruption.
The finality of most judgments issued by Estijazeh Courts, except in cases where the punishment of
deprivation of life (death penalty) has been imposed, constitutes a concrete manifestation of the
discourse on the differentialization of criminal justice in relation to economic corruption, a matter that
has been subject to considerable criticism. Nevertheless, the necessity of a lawful and firm response to
such defendants does not entail disregard for their human and defense rights. The defense rights of the
accused represent a fundamental principle repeatedly protected within the domestic legal system
through the Constitution and the Code of Criminal Procedure, and at the international level through
instruments such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, particularly in several of
its provisions (including Articles 9, 10, and 14).

Accordingly, this article, employing a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to present a critical reading
of the existence and practice of these courts, which are often assumed in certain respects to operate in
tension with some foundational principles of the national legal system and established norms
concerning the defense rights of the accused.
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