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Abstract

The principle of the legality is one of the foundations of international criminal law, which must be
observed in both domestic criminal law and international criminal law. This principle is stated in Article
23 of the Statute of the International Criminal Court. However, despite the progress made in the Statute
regarding the principle of the legality of punishment, there are still many obstacles in the Statute
regarding the full implementation of this fundamental principle of criminal law. These obstacles can be
divided into two categories: "obstacles related to the nature of the punishment™ and "obstacles related
to determining the amount of punishment." An international criminal offender is unaware of type of
punishment in the first category of obstacles and is unaware of the approximate amount of punishment
awaiting him/her in the second category of obstacles. Therefore, this paper scrutinizes these obstacles
and analyzes them from the principle of the legality point of view in the International Criminal Court.
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