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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

In today's complex and interconnected world, social and
environmental issues are inextricably intertwined. However, the traditional
educational system often presents these two fields as separate and distinct from one
another. This one-dimensional approach limits students' comprehensive
understanding of the real world and their ability to solve complex problems. This
study is based on the fundamental idea that the synergy of social sciences and
geography not only provides a more complete picture of global realities but also
becomes a powerful tool for meaningful education. The necessity of this synergy is
highlighted by the multi-dimensional nature of contemporary issues such as urban
poverty and migration, which cannot be understood with single-disciplinary
approaches alone. This research aims to examine the impact of the synergy between
social sciences and geography on creating new perspectives in education, exploring
ways to overcome this limitation. In this regard, inspired by modern educational
models, we sought to provide a practical framework for its implementation by
carefully examining the capacities of this synergy within the Iranian educational
context. The main goal of this research is to investigate how this approach impacts
students' social and spatial literacy, develops their critical and analytical thinking
skills, and reinforces their motivation and socio-environmental responsibility. This
study is based on the principle that by providing a platform for active, project-based
learning, the gap between theoretical knowledge and its practical application can be

bridged.
\YElele BRI BEIEY The present study adopted a qualitative approach to thoroughly
investigate the impact of the synergy between social sciences and geography in public

girls' high schools in the city of Isfahan. For this purpose, the case study method was
used to provide a comprehensive and rich understanding of the phenomenon in its
real-world context. The data were collected through semi-structured interviews with
10 teachers and 20 students. Purposive sampling was employed to select the
participants to ensure the richness of the data. All interviews were recorded and
transcribed after obtaining informed consent and adhering to principles of
confidentiality.

The qualitative data were analyzed using the thematic analysis method. This process
included initially coding, categorizing codes into themes, and finally defining those
themes. To ensure the credibility of the findings, data triangulation was used, where
the analysis was based on data from two different groups of participants (teachers and
students). Furthermore, by providing a rich and detailed description of the research
context, an effort was made to ensure the transferability of the findings for readers.

This methodology allowed the researcher to access the hidden layers of students' and
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teachers' educational experiences and to document the results based on valid
evidence.

Systematic data analysis led to the identification of five main themes that
demonstrate the profound impacts of the synergy on the learning process:
Enhancement of Comprehensive and Multi-Dimensional Understanding: The
findings showed that the integrated approach enabled students to move beyond a one-
dimensional view and provided them with a tool to understand complex cause-and-
effect relationships. The quotes indicate that through the visualization of data (such
as maps), students were able to comprehend the causes of phenomena more
comprehensively.

Development of Critical and Analytical Thinking Skills: The integrated approach
transformed students from passive consumers of information into active, young
researchers. The process of comparing and analyzing data from various sources
cultivated the core of critical thinking in them, guiding them towards seeking
evidence instead of blindly accepting information.

Increased Motivation and Active Engagement: The appeal of learning was rooted in
its practicality and connection to the real world. When students saw that abstract
concepts had applications in their daily lives, their intrinsic motivation was activated,
and they actively participated in the learning process.

Development of Spatial and Geographic Literacy: The synergy of social sciences and
geography directly led to the development of spatial literacy in students. Beyond
simple map reading, they were able to analyze different layers of social data within a
spatial context. The use of technological tools facilitated this process, allowing
students to grasp abstract social data visually and tangibly.

Strengthening of  Socio-Environmental — Responsibility: A comprehensive
understanding of the reciprocal relationships between space and society directly
impacted students' sense of responsibility. When students observed the consequences
of human actions on their surrounding environment, they felt they were part of the
solution, which led to the strengthening of active citizenship in them.

Challenges and Limitations of Implementing Interdisciplinary Education: Data
analysis revealed that the implementation of interdisciplinary education faces several
significant challenges. Lack of time and curriculum pressure resulted in students and
teachers not having enough opportunity to fully complete activities. Some teachers'
unfamiliarity with project-based methods and limited educational resources made the
learning process more difficult. Additionally, the traditional and structural resistance
of schools to interdisciplinary changes hindered the smooth implementation of
projects. These limitations indicate that the full realization of interdisciplinary
education requires institutional support, provision of resources, and teacher training.
The findings of this study fully confirm the theoretical
framework of the synergy between social sciences and geography in education and
show that the project-based learning approach is an effective platform for realizing
this synergy. This comprehensive and multi-dimensional understanding of issues is
consistent with Henri Lefebvre's theory of the production of space and David Harvey's
view on spatial capitalism. The development of critical thinking is also compatible
with Paulo Freire's theory of liberatory pedagogy and John Dewey's learning by
doing. These findings indicate that the synergy between social sciences and
geography, in addition to enhancing academic literacy, helps in educating aware and
active citizens. This research provides a practical and localized model for the
transformation of humanities and social sciences education, which is responsive to
the educational needs of the 21st century.

Based on the findings of this study, specific and practical recommendations are
provided. It is recommended that policymakers and curriculum planners move away
from traditional curricula designed in silos and instead design interdisciplinary units
that integrate concepts of social sciences and geography. For teachers, it is suggested
that specialized in-service training courses be held to focus on skills in designing
research projects, using digital geographic tools (such as GIS and open spatial data),
and facilitating active learning. For school administrators, it is recommended that they
create a supportive environment to ensure the successful implementation of this
approach. For future research, a quantitative study with a broader statistical
population and a longitudinal study to investigate the long-term effects of this
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approach are recommended. In summary, the findings of this study emphasize the
importance of innovative education in raising a generation of aware and responsible
citizens who are not only capable of understanding the complexities of the world but
also have the necessary tools to actively participate in solving its problems. This study
shows that the synergy of social sciences and geography is a powerful tool for creating
meaningful and life-relevant education.
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Table 2. Profile of the Study Participants.
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Table 3. The Coding Process for the Theme “Enhancing Comprehensive and Multidimensional Understanding”.
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Table 4. The Coding Process for the Theme “Developing Critical Thinking”.
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Table 5. The Coding Process for the Theme “Increasing Motivation and Active Engagement”.
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Table 6. The Coding Process for the Theme “Developing Spatial Literacy”.
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Table 7. The Coding Process for the Theme “Enhancing Responsibility”.
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Table 8. The Coding Process for the Theme “Challenges and Limitations of Implementing Interdisciplinary Education”.
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