Ministry of Education

Islamic Republic of IRAN
N _ Journal of O
a9
= > . . —Yy—
3 Educational Innovations Orgrti o

Educational Creativity in Finnish Classrooms:
A Phenomenological Study

Afzal Al-Sadat Hosseini (PhD), Professor of Educational Psychology, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran, (Corresponding
Author).

E-mail: afhoseini@ut.ac.ir

Seyed Nooruddin Mahmoudi (PhD), Assistant Professor of Thinking Skills Development Group for Children and Adolescents,
Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: n.mahmoudi@ihcs.ac.ir
Abstract

Given the remarkable performance of Finnish students in international assessments, this study
aims to explore the factors contributing to the emergence of educational creativity in Finnish
classrooms. The study adopts a qualitative research design grounded in a phenomenological
approach. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews conducted in school
settings, with the researcher present during the data collection process. Fourteen teachers who
had studied at the Teacher Training Center in Helsinki, Finland, were purposefully selected
and invited to share their lived experiences of educational creativity in schools. The findings
indicate that educational creativity in Finnish classrooms is characterized by features such as
creative learners, engagement with challenge and ambiguity, the value of discovery-based
knowledge, the role of divergent thinking, broad learning objectives, the development of
innovative capacity, creativity in subject teaching, and instructional strategies that foster
students’ curiosity and imagination. Moreover, the results reveal that a creative classroom
environment encompasses elements such as the teacher’s role as a facilitator of learning,
process-oriented student assessment, and pedagogical practices that promote flexibility and
fluency. The findings further suggest that creative teaching practices and teachers’ creative
attributes play a crucial role in nurturing students’ creativity. Accordingly, the components
of creative teaching observed among Finnish teachers may serve as an effective model for
fostering creativity and academic achievement among students at schools in other educational
contexts.
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