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Article type The problem of personal identity over time is a central issue in both
philosophy and theology, particularly insofar as it underlies doctrines of
resurrection and immortality. the core question is this: by what criterion
Avrticle history can an individual who is resurrected in the afterlife identical to the person
Received: 23 March 2025 who previously lived in this world? Lynne Rudder Baker, a contemporary
American philosopher and advocate of non-reductive physicalism, rejects
traditional criteria of personal identity—such as the soul, bodily
continuity, and psychological or memory continuity—and instead
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Published: 5 May 2025 proposes the continuity of the first-person perspective as the decisive

criterion. According to Baker, a person persists through time and even
Keywords after death insofar as the first-person perspective is preserved. This
Constitution View perspective constitutes self-consciousness and the capacity to apprehend
Personal Identity oneself as oneself from the first-person point of view. The present article
Lynne Rudder Baker adopts a critical-analytical approach to explicate and evaluate Baker's
First-person perspective account of personal identity. One of the primary objections to Baker's
Self-Consciousness theory concerns the ontological status of the first-person perspective. If it

is understood as a property or accident, how can it persist independently
of a body or any underlying substratum (substance) and thereby function
as the criterion of personal identity across time, this world, and the
afterlife? Additional objections include the theory's philosophical
inadequacy in providing a fully coherent account of personal identity and
its apparent incompatibility with religious doctrines concerning the soul,
resurrection, and post-mortem existence.
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