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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives: Teacher education in Iran, since the
emergence of modern schooling, has been one of the most significant
Keyword  mechanisms for transmitting cultural, historical, and social values, thereby
S: contributing to the formation of collective identity. However, the

. Teacher simultaneous role of this institution in stren?thening national identity
Training while also reflecting and preserving local identity components—
i dNatl_onaI ﬁartlc_ularly at the regional level—has received limited systematic and
Ifgélat istorical attention. Accordlr]gIK}lthe present study aims to analyze the role
identity of teacher training centers in Markazi Province in the development and
“Education  reinforcement of both national and local identities.Method: This research
" Markazi was conducted using a historical-analytical approach within an
Province interpretive paradigm. Data were collected through the examination of
educational and administrative documents related to teacher training

1 institutions in Markazi Province, library-based resources, and semi-

Correspondi  structured interviews with experienced retired teachers and educational
ng author administrators. The collected materials were interpreted and analyzed
%'ir aei@c qualitatively.Findings: The findings indicate that from the late Qajar
fuljacyir period to the contemporary era, the establishment and expansion of teacher

o training colleges and centers in cities such as Arak, Saveh, Khomein, and
Tafresh played an effective role in educatin? local human resources and
transmitting cultural values. Beyond their formal educational function,
these institutions contributed to the reproduction of the region’s historical
memory and the strengthening of a sense of belonging to national identity
at the local level.Conclusion :The results suggest that the continuation of
the historical mission of teacher education within the framework of
Farhangian University, provided that it remains attentive to regional and
indigenous capacities, can contribute to the cultural and identity cohesion
of the educational system. The novelty of this study lies in its historical
analysis of teacher education as a mediating institution linking national
and local identity within a provincial casestudy.
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