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Treaty of Sumer and Elam
Mehdi Heseni Erdebilit

Muhammad Gharezadeh
Sharabiyani? Abstract:

In Professor Hayes’s interpretation, the Sumerian text is understood as a religious endowment
dedicated to the god Meslamtaea and the life of King Shulgi-whom we alternatively identify as a
divine or royal figure residing in Elam. Hayes presents Shulgi as the king of Ur, Kilula as a
mehdi.hasani.ar@gmail.com Sumerian official, and the seal as a ritual object, framing the text as ceremonial, hierarchical, and
instrumental in legitimizing royal authority.

In contrast, our revised reading-grounded in semiotic, mythological, and contextual analysis-
reconstructs the text as a political document mediating relations between two powers. New figures
emerge, including Azita (the Elamite king), an Elamite narrator, and the tablet’s author, who refers

Email:

mghsharabiyani@gmail.com

Affiliation: . . T . . .

to Kilula as “beautiful,” “son of the share-distributing official” and “my acquaintance” using the
Researcher of the ancient term tanogum. The text alludes to Kilula’s distribution of multiple copies of the tablet, and the
history of Turks verbs shift from ritualistic to political in function.

The sequence of names, beginning with the Elamite king, suggests the tablet’s transfer to Elam
and its final ownership. However, its composition in Sumerian immediately asserts Sumer’s
linguistic and political dominance. The narrator-likely Elamite-records obedience to Shulgi’s
command, including the preservation of an individual pardoned by the Sumerian king. This act
reflects diplomatic respect and recognition of the opposing power’s authority.

Historically, during Shulgi’s reign, Sumer was the preeminent force in the region. Shulgi referred
to himself as “King of the Four Corners of the World” with Elam included within that dominion.
The tablet’s content aligns with this historical reality: the Elamites, led by their sovereign, traveled
to Lagash, received the seal , complied with the decree, and recorded the agreement under their
own king’s name-not as a gesture of subordination, but as an act of diplomacy and relational
consolidation.

Ultimately, this text is not merely a religious endowment but a multilayered document. In our
second reading, its political, administrative, and human dimensions become evident. Kilula, the
Sumerian official, stands at the center of this interaction; and the tablet serves as a testament to a
moment in which power, mutual respect, and political recognition were inscribed in cuneiform.

Expert of ancient languages?

Key words: Shigi, Elamite
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Sumer vo Elam miiqavilasi

Xilasa:

Professor Hayesin sorhina asason, Sumer moatnina Meslamtaea tanrisina vo Sulgi sahinin hoyatina
hasr olunmus dini ians senadi kimi yanagilmigdir. Bu kontekstds Sulgi Ur sahi, Kilula iso Sumerli
rosmi soxs Kimi toqdim olunmus; méhiir ibadoat alati kimi izah edilmis vo matnin strukturu ayin
xarakterli, iyerarxik vo kral hakimiyystinin mdhkamlondirilmasine xidmat edon kimi
gOstorilmisdir.

Lakin bu todgigatda, gdstarici analizina, mifoloji vo kontekstual yanagmaya osaslanaraq motn iki
siyasi giic arasinda diplomatik sonad kimi yenidon sorh edilmisdir. Yeni personajlar arasinda Elam
sah1 Azita, Elamli niimayands vo [6vhonin misllifi yer almaqdadir; bu soxs Kilulan1 “g6zal”, “pay
bélon vozifolinin oglu” vo “tanmigim” (tanogum) kimi adlandirir. Motn Kilulanin 16vhanin
nisxslarini boliisdiirmasine isaro edir vo fellor ayin xarakterindon ¢ixaraq siyasi harokotlora
cevrilir.

Motnin Elam sahinin adi ilo baglamasi 16vhanin Elama 6tlriildiynd v onun son sahibinin kim
oldugunu gostarir. Lakin matnin Sumerca yazilmasi Sumerin dil vo siyasi tistiinlitytinii ag1q sokilda
ortaya qoyur. Danisan bdyiik ehtimalla Elamlhidir vo Sulginin amrins itasti gqeyd edir — xiisusilo
Sumer sahi torafindon bagiglanmis bir goxsin sag saxlanilmasina dair. Bu davranis qarsi tarofin
siyasi niifuzuna hormat va gobulun goéstaricisi kimi giymatlondirilir.

Tarixi kontekstdo, Sulgi dovrii Sumerin bolgadoki an giiclii siyasi aktyor oldugu bir dovrdiir. Sulgi
Oziinii “diinyanin dérd bucaginin sah1” adlandirmis vo Elami bu hakimiyyat sahasinin bir hissasi
kimi gormiisdiir. Belaliklo, 16vhonin mozmunu bu tarixi realliqla tst-Usts diigiir: Elamlilar 6z
sahlarinin rahborliyi ilo Lagasa golmis, mohiirii almis , omri yerins yetirmis vo Sonadi 6z sahlarmin
ad1 ilo geyd edib Elama aparmiglar. Bu horokot 0stunliik deyil, diplomatik minasibatin
mdhkomlondirilmasi magsadi dasiyir.

Natica etibarilo, bu matn yalmiz dini bir iana sanadi deyil, ham ds ¢oxqatl diplomatik sonoddir.
Ikinci oxumada onun siyasi, inzibati vo insani qatlari {izo ¢ixir. Sumerli vozifoli Kilula bu qarsiliqh
alaganin markazinds dayanir; 16vha isa giiciin, qarsiliglt hérmatin vs siyasi taninmanin mixi yazi
ilo geyd olundugu tarixi bir an1 sonadlosdirir.
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Sumer ve Elam Antlagsmasi

Mehdi Hasani Erdebilit

Miihemmet Karazade Ozet:

Serebiyani” Profesor Hayes’in yorumuna gdre, Siimer metni Meslamtaea tanrisma ve Kral Sulgi’nin
yasamina adanmis bir dini adak belgesi olarak degerlendirilmistir. Bu baglamda Sulgi Ur krali,

E-posta: Kilula ise Stimerli bir resmi gorevli olarak tanimlanmig; miihiir ibadet araci olarak ele alinmig

ve metnin yapist ritiiel temelli, hiyerarsik ve kraliyet otoritesini pekistirici olarak sunulmustur.
mehdi.hasani.ar@gmail.com

Ancak bu ¢aligmada, gostergebilimsel, mitolojik ve baglamsal bir yaklagimla metin, iki siyasi
mghsharabiyani@gmail.com

gii¢ arasinda diizenlenmis diplomatik bir belge olarak yeniden yorumlanmistir. Yeni karakterler
arasinda Elam krali Azita, Elamli anlatic1 ve tabletin yazar1 yer almakta; bu kisi Kilula’y1
Uyelik: “giizel”, “paylastirict gorevlinin oglu” ve “tanidigim” (tanogum) olarak nitelendirmektedir.
ki Titrk tarihi aragtirmacisis Metinde Kilula’nin tabletin kopyalarini paylagtirdigina dair ifadeler yer almakta ve fiiller ritiiel

Ol dillor arasdinio? baglamdan cikarak siyasi eylemlere doniismektedir.
Metnin Elam kralinin adiyla baglamasi, tabletin Elam’a aktarilmis oldugunu ve nihai sahipligini
gostermektedir. Ancak Stimerce yazilmis olmasi, Stimer’in dilsel ve siyasi iistiinliigiinii agik¢a
ortaya koymaktadir. Anlatici, biiyiik olasilikla Elamlidir ve Sulgi’nin emrine itaatin kaydini
tutmaktadir — 6zellikle Stimer kral1 tarafindan affedilen bir kisginin hayatta tutulmasina dair. Bu
durum, karsi tarafin siyasi otoritesine saygi ve kabuliin bir gostergesi olarak
degerlendirilmektedir.

Tarihsel baglamda, Sulgi donemi Siimer’in bolgedeki en giiclii siyasi aktdr oldugu bir donemdir.
Sulgi kendisini “diinyanin dort kosesinin krali” olarak tanimlamis ve Elam’t bu egemenlik
alaninin bir pargast olarak gormiistiir. Dolayisiyla tabletin icerigi bu tarihsel gerceklikle
ortiismektedir: Elamlilar, kendi krallarinin dnderliginde Lagas’a gelmis, miihiir almis , emre
uymus ve belgeyi kendi krallarinin adiyla kaydederek Elam’a gotiirmiislerdir. Bu eylem,
tistlinliikten ziyade diplomatik iligkiyi pekistirme amaci tagimaktadir.

Sonug olarak, s6z konusu metin yalnizca dini bir adak belgesi degil, ayni1 zamanda ¢ok katmanl
bir diplomatik belgedir. Ikinci okumada metnin siyasi, idari ve insani boyutlari
belirginlesmektedir. Siimerli gérevli Kilula bu etkilesimin merkezinde yer almakta; tablet ise
gii¢, karsilikli saygi ve siyasi tanimanin ¢ivi yazisiyla kayit altina alindigi tarihi bir ani
belgelemektedir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Sulgi, Elam
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o ol Gresm 0l Ghisel SUS 3l aez 5 5 csisly
A MANUAL OF SUMERIAN GRAMMAR AND TEXTS
JOHN L. HAYES
UNDENA
PUBLICATIONS

Malibu

1990

Transliteration Transcription Translation

1: 9Mes-lam-ta-¢-a Meslamtaea For Meslamtaea,

2: lugal a-zid-da lugal a.zid.a the king, the right-hand
man of
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3: Lagask-keq Lagas.(a)k.e Lagash-

4: nam-ti-il nam.til for the life of

5: 9Sul-gi nitah-kalag-ga Sulgi nitah.kalaga Shulgi, the mighty man,
6: lugal-Urims ¥-ma-ka-s¢é lugal.Urim.ak.a(k).se the king of Ur -

7: Ki-lul-la gu-za-la Kilula guzala Kilula the guzala-official,
8: dumu Ur-ba-?-ke4 dumu Urba? .ak.e the son of Ur-ba?-

9: mu-na-dim Kisib-ba mu.na.(n.)dim kisib.bi.a(k) fashioned .(this) The
name of this cylinder seal is,

10: lugal-guio gestugs-nig-sags-ga-ka-né lugal.gu.gestug.nig.sag.ak.ani.e O my king, let me
keep him alive at his ear of favor.

11: ga-an-ti-il ga.(i.)n.til
12: mu-bi mu.bi
S e g 485 Gl ) i Aea F 5 (S Sk

1-Anmis/Dingiris ulamda utudur 2- luka Azita 3-Sirburula/Lagasa ki ket 4- annam til
5- An/Dingir Sul-gi- gis-ga 6- Lugal/gallu $isib.ki/ur ku-dugumuz/ tus-dugumuz/dur-
dugumuz 7- ki -lu-la gu-za-la 8- dumu Urba sih  9- Ta-nug-gim tup-
pa 10- Lugal/gallu-gu gestugs-nig sage-ga gus-dig 11- Lugal/gallu gu
gestugs-nig sags-ga gus-dig 12- Qur-duq

Azarbaycanca : 1-Anmis/Dinqirmis ulamda otudur 2-Lugal/Gallu Azita 3-sirburula/Lagasa
ki" ket 4-annam til 5- An sulgi gis ga 6- Lugal/gallu sisib.ki/ur
ko(y)diglimuz ,durdugumuz, tiisdiigiimiiz 7- kilula guzala 8- tumu hir pay¢i
9- Tanugum tup-pay 10- Gallu gu? gestug'nig Sag ga(l) go’diq 11- ga an
Til(deyil) 12- qu'dug

Pyl Aoz
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Fpal o051 1) o 5 el
Old Turkic: tegri 2 (Orkh.), 1, 2 (OUygh.)
Karakhanid: tegri 1, 2 (MK, KB)
Turkish: tanri 1
Tatar: tanre 1
Middle Turkic: tegri 1 (Sangl., MKypch. - CCum., AH et al.)
Uzbek: tapri 1
Uighur: tagri 1
Sary-Yughur: tener 2
Azerbaidzhan: tanri 1 / tar
Turkmen: tagri 1
Khakassian: tigar 2
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Shor: tegri 2

Oyrat: teneri 1, 2
Chuvash: tora 2
Yakut: tanara 1
Dolgan: tanara 1
Tuva: dér 2
Tofalar: dére 2
Kirghiz: tenir 1, 2
Bashkir: tanre 1
Balkar: tejri 1, 2
Karaim: tanri, tenri 1
Karakalpak: tanir 1
Salar: tanru (CCH) 1
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3 - nut-bearing fruit
4 - otudur: base1 edir
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Az: Lugal/Gallu Azita
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P_ual_a_o B \_x_a|_9_l_x_u.\_x_z 40l ax]d yo Sa,/Sa ‘)_au_,o_MJu_R_l dg>g 4 d>g¢ 5 Loy

A

¢

Goa § S paaal (Oygde caxaas: advice, counsel; resolution, intelligence "
D008 o augds Lo

Oracc: ePSD2 — electronic PSD 2nd Edition

Hw-mmw*dozzermmdmmUow&‘E

Sa [ADVICE] (IN) 152 instances

sa [ADVICE] N (152x) Early Dynastic IIIb, Old Akkadian, Lagash II, Ur III, Old Babylonian. Neo-Assyrian, Neo-
Babylonian, Persian, Hellenistic wr. sa:; sa; 3sa.; sa:-sa:; sa:°%; su-a "advice, counsel; resolution, intelligence”

See za dug[arrive]V/1, sa mar[to give counsel]V/i, sa sig[plot]Vit.

(11 & sa:
Pl sa
[3] = @ 53 ga@,
4 se Sa:-sa:
[5] SE sa, 52
6] =1 su-a

PC ED llla ED llib Ebla OAKk Lag Il urlii oB g‘;‘t' (unknown)
[l 3 1 1 5 96 | 32
[2] 7 2
3] 2
[4] 1
5] 1
[6] 1
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Karakhanid: ez- (MK) 1
Turkish: ez- 2, 3, 4
Tatar: iz- 2

Middle Turkic: ez- (bop. bax., Pav. C.) 5

Uzbek: ez- 2,5
Uighur: &z- 2, 3
Azerbaidzhan: az- 2

Turkmen: ez- 4

5 - The effective arm
6 -ay-zi-da Rightarm of lagas (ki)

8 _ Leipzig University
9 - https://www.edsde.de/?tabid=bdtu3nm7g17cpf&page=6&lastpage=1
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Halaj: az- 2
Chuvash: ir- 2, 4
Kirghiz: ez- 2
Kazakh: ez- 2, 4
Noghai: ez- 2
Bashkir: id- 2
Balkar: ez- 2, 3
Gagauz: ez- 2, 3
Karaim: ez- 2, 3
Karakalpak: ez- 2
Kumyk: ez- 3

§irburu|a/Laga§a ki ket . L LY /Yﬁ)ﬁ_) o el 4o

Az : sirburula/Lagasa ki ket

O SR,
§> B L—’ R /buru
FH LA s aks

@ /<|/kir

E K D/ket

Nu 11/ geSnu(pensylvania)
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da‘bfouﬂaojng|§ ‘)QTLAC\SW‘O;»‘P " b).n" ‘a}e‘_u)oNlta )_'L:a : IQ)LP UL.MJ(Y‘A.»SJ
&S 5 abe o ol alizes sla &g aalsl jo a5 uilys conl S5 0" Lasbo,e:Kisi 1 alS " cad s a5
:f°'~’~‘ ooﬁ" |)

Old Turkic: kisi (Orkh., OUygh.)
Karakhanid: kisi (MK, KB)
Turkish: kisi

Tatar: keSe

Middle Turkic: kisi (Pav. C., MA)
Uzbek: kisi

Uighur: kisi

Sary-Yughur: Kisi
Azerbaidzhan: kisi
Turkmen: kisi

Khakassian: kozo

Shor: kizi

Oyrat: kizi

Yakut: kihi

Dolgan: kihi

Tuva: kizi

Tofalar: kisi

Kirghiz: kisi

Kazakh: Kisi

Noghai: kisi

Bashkir: kese

Balkar: kisi

Gagauz: kisi

Karaim: kisi

Karakalpak: kisi

Salar: kisi
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Kumyk: kisi

553 L1y s : Bring, Carry”  ad popie j0 o9 0 Ga: éﬁ : S BT las (F 4
S S > S ppalS plS - Ga-l-dir " Jad a5 cols ™ ael s J5 Gl " adgl JSi g o a8 48,8 e 0 5]

\“"" 00)9—‘ ‘) Jjw‘fuﬂ).‘a)d.o‘é‘)bds Sl 00 4..3; QT)‘)...;"

gatirmok
Osli galdir kimi olub. Aparmagq yerina, albar (al vo get), bir ildir yerina, bildir islodildiyi

kimi, goldir avazina do gatir islodilib. (Basir ©hmodov.Ltimologiva liigati)*

Lugal/gallu sisib.ki/ur ku-dugumuz/ tus-dugumuz/dur-dugumuz ¢Sbs ol )2 4S diua el ol
Az: Lugal/gallu sisib.ki/ur ké(y)digimuz ,durdugumuz, tiisdiigiimiiz

LUGAL jukargaiy

g SES/§i§/uri3/urU3
=

& K

H KU e dun
L=

= umus

w3l b3 NS 1, SUST ) ol oyl () 4SS

14 _ https://www.azleks.az/online-dictionary/
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. - SN “ s . - . n "o - . E . - - . - n
‘oA:‘)jAy I8 W) Az o 00y :)5| ) )l )w‘é g O )5‘ djj.:m e J...l) 9 J))J ul)j.a..{..) ra[) L» Lw‘)o.b as

+ &y G c0gS U e Oronym o IS e Lol cad jo o> aS (S5 oo Sl §l g 0,2 aes
il oo Ll e 50 Ylas | 55 (ol : NAME : ONOMA

"L;.”‘"Q)yp4.3le.¢§LgL&:GL&Jo‘NQl.?LQ‘Jm‘oobW}SM‘)MﬁW )oKi: codle (F S
9 Slhgiyd o lil a5 wil (oo " ail b ez g 0 " pogde 4 890 93 p8 13 45 O9b (e oailgS ! (S cwid T L

3l 5ol s

as cuol'® (durg , tus, Ku ) jseie (iilgs aw slhls Jad B ro Cdl> 0 (5 pogm 5o H : Hlas (0 ass

P " S sl ad) Jolae gy (909 Jlabyud (GBS CigSn tadiieanlss (ol 50 (18,5 5B oz senalie 5
ol Bloyg0 Jad a4 ol (lou : A g0 ‘Q.‘;;'q)/dmi Ol [yl Y e e g

walys " dUEUMUS " &0 @ xS O g0 0 g (g ids ,0 UMUS = sdug ﬁ:f Cadle 9o (£ @SS
@ Oogan! jo as Wil "dugumuz M, T g ce pegm 0 e MG e | sl o Sl a4 axgil a5
aw ,» oS iy " tusdlglmiz, durdugumuz, ko(y)dugimuz®® " sls IS 4 aoey a6 oLas ol o
G 6 pogus Liiigs 30 U = gl ™ (elyl aid n ulidspoges 45 sl 55 &y p3¥ el 5l Lo ol 5 i) il by 5 50
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15 _ Verb: (ku/ku/) : to place, lay, spread, (tu$ /tug/) : to sit, dwell, be inactive (perfective stem), (dur. /dur/) : to sit, dwell,
be inactive (imperfective stem). Epsd2 online dictionary

16 - k&y: bir kdy iistiinde hor zaman ¢iplaq gdy. S. Vurgun, Azarbaycan dilinin izahli Ligati

17_1. Oz agirligimin tosiri ilo yera enmok, yuxaridan asagtya enmok, tokiilmok; yuxaridan enib bir seyin {izorinds dayanmagq.
Azorbaycan dilinin izahl ligati :

18 _

19 - Sumerloglar ancaq u sasin oxuyublar, ancaq biz burda 6z dilimizo ygun 6, i, o, u gatiro billik.
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N K| /ki/dir

LUl

FH LA jaua
B GU g,

* } Z .-"III‘II"'L /za

I LAL /la

dumu Urba Sih @ o pge 00 s (Lol 05,8

20 _ kilula was the person who had this cylinder-seal fashioned...: Reference : a manual of Sumerian grammar and text,
J.L.Hayes ,dena publications, malibu 1990, Lesson 22,p 253 — Seals
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