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Abstract

Background and Aim: Rapid physical and social transformations in Iranian cities over recent decades have
rendered neighborhood social security a multidimensional and complex phenomenon, necessitating
simultaneous analysis of spatial attributes, social relations, and institutional mechanisms. This study aims
to conduct a multidimensional analysis of social security and evaluate the explanatory power of physical,
social, and institutional-governance dimensions in the Azadshahr neighborhood of Yazd.

Methodology: Employing a sequential mixed-methods exploratory-explanatory design, the research was
implemented in two phases. In the qualitative phase, semi-structured interviews were conducted with
residents, security experts, and urban specialists, followed by thematic analysis to identify context-specific
indicators of social security. In the quantitative phase, data were collected from 367 residents and analyzed
using structural equation modeling (SEM).

Results and Findings: Results indicated that the proposed model exhibited satisfactory fit, with all three
dimensions—physical, social, and institutional-governance—exerting statistically significant positive
effects on social security. The social dimension emerged as the strongest predictor (B =0.56,t=11.74,p <
0.001; R2 = 0.57), driven particularly by neighborly relations, social capital, and a sense of belonging and
ownership. The physical dimension demonstrated a moderate-to-strong effect (3 =0.31,t=4.21; R2=0.23),
with the highest correlations observed for public space design and lighting. Although the institutional-
governance dimension was significant (p = 0.29, t = 3.98; R? = 0.19), it exhibited the weakest direct
influence. Collectively, the integrated model accounted for 63% of the variance in social security. These
findings underscore that social security in the studied neighborhood is fundamentally a socio-perceptual
phenomenon, contingent upon local cohesion, trust, and participatory dynamics rather than purely physical
or supervisory measures. Consequently, strategies to enhance urban security—particularly in Iran’s
medium-sized cities—should prioritize strengthening social capacities and local capital, complemented by
physical restructuring and improvements in the quality of local governance.
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