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Abstract

Background and Objective: The expansion of rural migration to urban peripheries is a
phenomenon profoundly influencing the social and spatial fabric of cities. This study
investigates the relationship between social networks and rural migration, and its subsequent
outcome: the formation of informal settlements on the outskirts of Ahvaz, Iran.

Methodology: Focusing on two neighborhoods, Goldasht and Golbahar, as primary
destinations for rural migrants, this research employs a descriptive-analytical method. Data
were collected via a researcher-administered questionnaire from 300 household heads and
analyzed in SPSS using a one-sample t-test and the Friedman rank test.

Results and Findings: The results reveal that kinship relations, with a mean score of 3.02
(above the theoretical average), constituted the most significant network factor in migration
decision-making and destination choice. Furthermore, economic factors, with a mean rank of
2.24, were identified as the primary driver for migration from rural areas. In contrast, the
overall satisfaction of residents with their living conditions, averaging 2.99, fell below the
median, indicating unsatisfactory circumstances in these settlements. In conclusion, the
findings underscore the prominent role of social networks and economic pressures in shaping
waves of rural migration. The low levels of resident satisfaction simultaneously highlight the
persistent and serious challenges to quality of life within these informal urban settlements.

Keywords: Social Networks, Marginalization, Rural Migration, Ahvaz, Satisfaction, Informal
Settlement.
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