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Abstract

Background and Aim: Third places are active and attractive public spaces that provide the context
for interaction, recreation, personal growth, stress reduction, creativity stimulation, and social vitality
in cities. The purpose of this study is to geographically analyze the indicators and examples of a happy
city with an emphasis on Ray Oldenburg's third place theory in the city of Khorramabad.
Methodology: The research method is descriptive-analytical and survey-type. The statistical sample
of the research consists of 400 citizens who were selected by simple random sampling using Sample
Power software. Data collection, classification, and analysis were performed using SPSS and AMOS
statistical software.

Results and Discussion: The findings of the study showed that Khorramabad city is in a weak
position in terms of the dimensions and criteria of a happy city. Also, the results obtained from the
structural equation modeling of the study showed that the economic factor with a factor load of 0.082
has the greatest impact on happiness. After that, environmental, physical-spatial, security and socio-
cultural factors with factor loads of 0.076, 0.073, 0.071 and 0.063 were determined in the next ranks
of impact on social happiness. In addition, it was determined that the third places, which include
parks, sports centers, cafes, libraries and mosques, each have an impact of 0.071, 0.044, 0.043, 0.027
and 0.020 on social happiness in the selected area. Finally, based on the integrated path analysis model
of the research, the effects of third places on the social vitality of Khorramabad city were determined
to be 0.063.
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