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moisture stress, Climate change is one of the most important challenges facing the world. It is predicted
vegetation, drought, that climate change will cause changes in climate patterns and increase the frequency
Shadgan wetland, of extreme weather events. One of these climate aggravation phenomena is drought. It

is estimated that 55 million people are affected by drought every year. Drought occurs
slowly and develops gradually. This makes it difficult to determine when it starts and
ends. The onset and development of the drought was subtle and slow, but the residual
effects are devastating. Lack of water, destruction of the environment, loss of
agricultural production, negative impact on human health, hunger and food crises are
among the consequences of drought. Drought is a relative situation and should be
interpreted separately in each region. Each drought is different in terms of intensity,
duration and spatial extent. Drought is defined as a recurring and avoidable
phenomenon that is characterized by a lack of rainfall and a lack of water needed by
humans Drought can also be defined as a period of unexpectedly dry weather in which
a lack of rainfall causes a hydrological imbalance.

Methodology

Early diagnosis of drought and prediction of its occurrence will reduce costs and save
lives of a large number of people. Various methods have been used in this research. The
innovation of this research is that it combines the most common spectral indices and its
purpose is to create correlation among these indices. After the calculations and analyses,
it is possible to numerically compare the performance of 8 indexes MSI, NDII, NMI,
) NDVI, NDWI, SIWSI, SR and VCI. These conclusions help users to determine which
Received: 2024/02/01 spectral indices to use to identify and monitor drought in the central parts of Iran. The
Accepted: 2024/06/04 indicators can be estimated using any software that performs mathematical calculations.
Published: 2026/01/12 Arc map software was used _in this research. After applyin_g appropriate equations for
each index, each pixel contains values of drought, vegetation health and water stress.
This provides classification of areas into very dry, moderately dry, and no-drought
classes. This research is focused on the use and correlation analysis of 8 different remote
sensing indicators. Remote sensing data processing is an effective approach for
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monitoring environmental trends and is an essential source of information about the Earth's surface. This research is
based on a set of Landsat satellite images with a resolution of 30 meters and was collected for the month of August
from 2018 to 2023. After that, using the algebraic part, selected spectral indices that can be used for drought diagnosis
and analysis were calculated.

Results and Discussion

Based on the distribution diagram and correlation matrix, it was observed that there was a very strong correlation
between some indicators and weak correlation was observed between other indicators or that there was no correlation.
For example, NDVI and SR indices show a very strong positive correlation, where the correlation coefficient was equal
to 0.97. The very strong positive correlation is the result of the fact that both indices, due to their nature, indicate the
health of the vegetation and use the same spectral channel. An example of a very strong negative correlation has been
established between NDWI and NMI, where the values of -0.69 have been obtained, and MSI and VCI indices are
examples where there is no correlation. There is a high negative correlation between the NDWI and NMI indices
because NDW!I indicates the lack of water and NMI indicates the amount of moisture. There is no relationship between
the MSI and VCI indices because the VCI is calculated from several satellite images and the MSI index is estimated

from only one image. In addition, these two indicators use different spectral bands.

Conclusions

Indicators that use the same or close spectral bands show high correlation. The amount of correlation coefficient directly
depends on the nature of the index. For example, NDVI and SR indices had a very high positive correlation because
both indicators show the health of vegetation, while NDWI and NMI indices had a very high negative correlation.
Considering that the NDWI index indicates the lack of water and the NMI indicates the amount of moisture, therefore,
these indices have an inverse relationship with each other. Placing the indices in the corresponding correlation groups
based on the Chadwick scale showed that the LST, NMI, MSI and NDWI indices are the most appropriate and the
NDVI and VCI indices are the weakest indices for drought monitoring. The years 2019 and 2023 were classified as the
most serious drought years, and on this occasion, 392 and 381 square kilometers of the studied area were affected by
moisture stress and drought. Considering that only the month of August has been observed, high temperature can be
determined as a factor that causes the further expansion of the drought area, which can be recognized by spectral indices.
This conclusion is associated with the fact that all indices except SR, VCI and NDVI indices had a higher correlation

with the earth's surface temperature.
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Figure (1): The studied location in Shadgan Wetland
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Table (1): the maximum values of spectral indices in the period from 2018 to 2023
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Figure (2): Distribution chart between some indicators with the highest correlation coefficient
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Table (3): Status of spectral indicators based on the Chadwick scale in 2023
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Figure (3): Changes in the LST index in the period from 2018 to 2023
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Figure (4): MSI index changes in the period from 2018 to 2023

14



VE P Glia) PO o ladi () Y 5 90 5885 si s

YoVY G YA Slojojl ;0 NDWI (a5 lis &l i :(8) S
Figure (5): NDWI index changes in the period from 2018 to 2023
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Figure (6): NMI index changes in the period from 2018 to 2023
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