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Abstract

Context and Purpose: Diaspora tourism refers to a form of travel in which
individuals or descendants of communities living away from their ancestral
homeland return for various personal, cultural, or emotional reasons. Often, such
tourism occurs in coastal or maritime areas, allowing travelers to symbolically
reconnect with their roots and heritage. Design/methodology/approach: This
study is descriptive-exploratory in nature. It employs secondary data analysis as
its research method. The statistical population includes existing literature and
research works on diaspora tourism. From a total of 71 scholarly sources, 25 were
purposively selected based on defined inclusion criteria. Findings: The findings
reveal that maritime homelands can serve as symbolic spaces, offering diaspora
tourists meaningful and transformative experiences. Coastal destinations, due to
their cultural and emotional resonance, can evoke strong feelings of nostalgia,
deepening tourists' emotional connections to their origins. The sea, as a powerful
cultural and symbolic element, plays a significant role in shaping these
experiences. Conclusion: For diaspora communities, visiting ancestral lands is
more than a trip; it is a journey of cultural rediscovery. It provides opportunities
to engage with traditions, landscapes, and symbols, such as the sea, that hold
ancestral meaning. This form of travel supports the reconstruction of identity,
reinforcement of belonging, and reproduction of cultural meanings tied to
homeland. Originality/value: By exploring the role of the sea as a cultural
heritage element and analyzing the symbolic dimensions of diaspora tourism, this
study offers new insights for researchers. It encourages deeper investigation into
how identity, memory, and place interact in the context of tourism for
communities far from home.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Migration has always been part of the
human experience, but today it holds
greater significance due to economic
globalization and country development
processes. Various factors such as war,
poverty, natural disasters, and climate
change intensify migration. The term
"diaspora,” initially referring to groups
expelled from their homeland, now
includes their descendants and represents
migrant communities living outside their
countries. This concept goes beyond
migration to emphasize identity, ethnicity,
and histories of exile and resettlement.
Meanwhile, the process of "maritime-
ization" highlights the deep influence of
the sea and coastal spaces on shaping
community identity, culture, and social
structures. Preserving maritime heritage
not only keeps past histories alive but also
plays a key role in forming diaspora
identity = and  strengthening  their
attachment to the homeland. This is
especially important in diaspora tourism,
where visits to historic ports and
participation in maritime rituals create
meaningful  experiences  and  help
reconstruct collective memory. Therefore,
maritime heritage serves as a strategic tool
for developing diaspora tourism and
sustainably preserving cultural and natural
resources. Diaspora individuals often
choose symbolic coastal or maritime
places to visit, fostering feelings of
attachment and satisfaction. This study,
using an exploratory and analytical
approach, examines the impact of diaspora
tourism on tourism planning and
development in host countries and its
significance for residents of maritime
areas.

Based on the above points, the objective
of this paper is to examine what impacts
diaspora (migrant) tourism has on tourism
planning and development in host
countries, and whether diaspora tourism
can gain meaning in relation to the
residents of maritime territories.

2. Research Methodology

The present study is a descriptive-
exploratory qualitative research focused
on migrant tourism with an emphasis on
maritime heritage. It is based on a
comprehensive  review of  existing
literature, books, and sources related to
the topic. The data collection method is
documentary, involving the analysis of all
available content on migrant tourism.
Exploratory research aims to gain deeper
insight into the subject and often uses data
collected after events, typically from large
datasets beyond the researcher’s direct
control. In contrast, descriptive research
focuses on explaining phenomena with
more control over the subject.
Documentary research uses personal and
official documents such as newspapers,
maps, government publications, more
photographs to analyze historical or social
information. This method is common in
social sciences for creating narratives
from multiple documents. The study
employs purposive sampling, selecting
sources directly relevant to the research
topic. To ensure reliability, the authors
reviewed all credible sources, including
books, reports, theses, and articles closely
related to migrant tourism and maritime
heritage. Additionally, the research
process, document selection, and analysis
methods were clearly documented to
allow others to verify and replicate the
study.
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3. Research Findings

Diaspora tourism is an interdisciplinary
topic that significantly influences tourism
development planning in destination
countries. One crucial factor is the
authenticity of maritime heritage.
Authentic maritime spaces, such as
traditional ports, wooden ships, fishing
rituals, and coastal festivals, create
meaningful experiences for diaspora
tourists, fostering a strong emotional
connection and a sense of belonging. This
connection enhances tourist satisfaction
and reinforces diaspora identity and
collective memory, especially important in
maritime contexts.

Migrant tourism also contributes to
€Conomic development. Diaspora
communities often include skilled and
wealthy individuals who can invest in their
homelands, boosting economic growth.
Although migrant tourists may spend less
than other tourists, their visits generate
foreign exchange and help local
businesses, promoting new destinations in
the international tourism  market.
Moreover, these trips maintain cultural
identity and strengthen ties between
migrants and their homelands.

Intercultural interaction and nostalgia
are defining features of diaspora tourism.
Migrants carry their cultural markers to
host countries and visit their homelands
driven by nostalgia, cultural identity, and
social ties. These visits have been studied
under various terms like ethnic tourism or
origin tourism, reflecting their complex
motivations.

Destination identity plays a vital role, as
diaspora = communities  often  see
themselves as protectors of ethnic and
national identities. For example, the
Armenian diaspora has actively preserved
its culture after historic tragedies, shaping

travel behaviors and political attitudes.
Similar factors such as place attachment
and cultural reconnection motivate other
diaspora groups, like overseas Chinese, to
return home.

Lastly, the tourist experience
influences return visits. While initial
negative experiences may occur due to
cultural differences or alienation, over
time they can lead to identity revision and
meaning. Experiences vary based on
individual = backgrounds, interactions,
frequency of visits, and economic or
cultural factors, highlighting the diverse
nature of diaspora tourists.

4. Conclusion

Diaspora tourism creates significant
economic, cultural, and social
opportunities for host countries and plays
a key role in reconstructing the identity
and sense of belonging of migrants to their
homeland. Maritime heritage, especially in
historic ports and coastal rituals,
establishes a deep emotional connection
with the place and provides a meaningful
and lasting experience for diaspora
tourists. These authentic experiences not
only increase tourist satisfaction but also
encourage their return and continued
support for the destination. Diaspora
tourism also contributes to economic
development and investment in these
countries, with nostalgia playing an
important role in motivating return trips.
Overall, diaspora tourism is a dynamic
process that reflects the interaction
between memory, identity, and maritime
cultural heritage within the new living
environments of migrants.
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