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This research aims to explore and analyze the discursive implications
embedded in Iran’s cultural geography. The research method is
qualitative and based on grounded theory. Data were collected from a
targeted collection of texts, speeches, and statements related to
territorial identity and national discourse formation, and the associated
cultural geography was analyzed through three stages of open, axial,
and selective coding. The findings show that Iran’s cultural geography
is an active platform for the production and exchange of discursive
meanings that are organized around the core theme of “Iranian-Islamic
civilization.” Causal conditions include the structure of religious-
national governance, historical and civilizational self-awareness, the
specific geocultural position of Iran, discursive confrontation with the
global order, and the role of social activism. Discursive strategies were
categorized into six axes: meaning production and identity narrative,
cultural symbolic networking, discursive empowerment of the people,
cultural diplomacy and sending implications to the international arena,
reform and standard mentalization, and institutionalization of values in
the body of space and place. The consequences include: identity
coherence, soft influence through semantic transmission, providing an
alternative cultural model, laying the groundwork for civilizational
revival and individual and social excellence. The conclusion shows that
Iran's cultural geography is not a neutral platform, but an active arena in
the production, exchange, and confrontation of discursive implications
that both reflect socio-historical conditions and actively play a role in
the construction of social, political, and spatial realities.
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Introduction

The Islamic Revolution of Iran is
fundamentally recognized as a cultural and
civilizational phenomenon, driven by
ideology, religious leadership, and Islamic
political discourse. In the context of
globalization and cultural confrontation,
culture has become a competitive arena
where geography actively shapes cultural
discourses. Despite Iran’s rich civilizational
and religious heritage, which provides a
potential model for cultural order
domestically and internationally, the key
challenge lies in systematically transforming
this cultural power into widespread cultural
influence at transnational levels. This
requires an effective model of discourse-
driven governance grounded in geocultural
frameworks, enabling Iran to strengthen
internal cohesion while projecting its
cultural discourse regionally and globally
amidst Western cultural hegemony and
complex geopolitical dynamics.

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative
methodology, specifically the Grounded
Theory approach, to analyze the role of the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s governance in
shaping, institutionalizing, and constructing
discourse within the geocultural sphere,
based on the thought of Ayatollah
Khamenei. Instead of a  "research
population" or "sample," the study utilizes
analysis units (such as key words and
themes related to governance, discourse-
building, and Islamic culture) and analysis
sources (including texts and speeches by the
Supreme Leader). Data were collected from
software, books, and online databases and
analyzed through open, axial, and
theoretical coding to extract the dimensions
and components of the model. Originating
from Glaser and Strauss (1967), Grounded
Theory allows for theory generation directly
from empirical data, ensuring a rigorous and
context-sensitive framework that reflects the
realities under study.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of the Supreme Leader's
statements reveals a multi-dimensional,
strategic, and civilizational understanding of
geography. This includes: 1) Iran's
Geography as a balancing force and
strategic heartland in West Asia and the
Persian Gulf, backed by a rich historical and
cultural heritage; 2) Islamic Geography,
transcending national borders to envision a
unified Islamic Ummah with global
civilizational significance; 3) Geography of
Resistance, defining a regional and global
sphere  confronting  arrogance  and
establishing a new order; 4) Political
Geography, focused on West Asian
dynamics and Iran's global role; and 5)
Cultural Geography, viewing Iran's internal
ethnic and regional diversity as an
opportunity for social cohesion and value
transmission. Governance in this framework
is fundamentally distinct from Western
liberal models, as it is not limited to
administration but is inherently a process of
meaning-making and discourse-building
aligned with Iran's specific geocultural
context.

The research model, developed through
grounded theory analysis, presents a
discourse-driven governance model
emphasizing the geocultural dimension. It is
structured around Causal Conditions
(religious leadership, historical-
civilizational self-awareness, geocultural
context, resistance to Western cultural
domination, and popular participation),
Strategies (meaning production/narrative-
building, cultural networking, public
empowerment, cultural diplomacy, value-
oriented reform, and institutionalization of
values), and Outcomes. These outcomes
include  national identity = cohesion,
regional/global soft power influence, an
alternative model of cultural governance,
progress toward a New Islamic Civilization,
and individual/social transcendence with the
institutionalization of divine governance
indicators.

Conclusion

This study proposes a comprehensive
Discourse-Driven Governance Model with a
Geocultural emphasis, based on Ayatollah
Khamenei's thought. It provides a strategic,
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culturally-grounded alternative to universal
"good governance" models, tailored to the
Islamic Republic of Iran's context. The
model is structured around specific Causal
Conditions (e.g., religious leadership,
cultural-geographical awareness), Strategies
(e.g., meaning production, cultural
diplomacy), and targeted Outcomes (e.g.,
civilizational development, soft power).

A comparative review situates this
contribution within the scholarly landscape.
It aligns with and differentiates from related
works: it shares a focus on Islamic
frameworks with studies on "Unified
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