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Pakistan, being a Muslim and very poor country with fundamental differences with
India and ideological differences with Iran, has a strong army with high nuclear
weapons capabilities, is an ally of the United States, and is a safe haven for terrorists,
Islamic fundamentalists, and drug traffickers. Therefore, this country can be effective in
ensuring the security or insecurity of the entire Indian subcontinent, the Middle East,
and even the world, and most importantly, Iran. Despite the very good relations it has
had with Iran, it is always a potential threat (Islamic fundamentalism) to our country.
Therefore, understanding this country's foreign policy, being aware of the potentials and
capacities of greater cooperation between Iran and Pakistan, and recognizing the
obstacles affecting the development of political relations between the two countries can
be effective in securing the national interests of our country. In addition, the officials of
the Islamic Republic should strive; in addition to the policy of peaceful coexistence with
this country and strengthening comprehensive relations and supporting Mr. Pervez
Musharraf, to prevent Islamic fundamentalists come to power in this country. It is
essential for the diplomatic apparatus of the Islamic Republic of Iran to know these
matters. This research was written using a descriptive-analytical method and a review of
library documents. The present research method is qualitative and the data was collected
with library tools through specialized books and publications. The results of the research
showed that Iran and Pakistan, as two key factors in Southwest Asia and having vast
common borders, have a significant impact on international developments. The political
and geostrategic necessities between Iran and Pakistan, despite the differences in
interests and political perspectives on regional and global issues, have led to the
establishment of close relations between the two countries. The nature and content of
bilateral relations between Iran and Pakistan on various international and regional
issues, including: security and border issues, the variable of Afghanistan, India,
America, sectarian interests of Shia and Sunni and fundamentalist groups, etc., can
affect the peace and stability process in Asia in the future. The results of the research
show that historical, religious, cultural, political, and economic factors have been
influential in strengthening the security of the borders of the two countries and
preventing ethnic separatism at different times as convergence factors.
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Introduction

Despite the generally acknowledged
importance of neighboring states in
shaping national strategic policies, the
Islamic Republic of Iran occupies a
particularly complex geopolitical
environment with fifteen land and
maritime neighbors whose relations-
whether cooperative or conflictual-have
direct and determining effects on national
security and territorial integrity. Among
these neighbors, Pakistan holds a
distinctive position due to the long
historical, cultural, religious, and political
ties that have connected the two countries
since Pakistan’s independence in 1947.
Although  bilateral relations  have
experienced periods of cooperation,
especially through regional security and
cooperation frameworks, they have also
been influenced by persistent security
challenges. Pakistan’s internal
vulnerabilities-including political
instability, the dominant role of the
military, the influence of radical and
fundamentalist groups, weak democratic
institutions, and economic fragility-
combined with its external conflicts with
India and Afghanistan, have contributed
to the spread of militancy and insecurity
in the region. The persistence of
fundamentalism, supported by parts of
the security establishment, and the
securitization of border areas pose
potential risks for Iran, particularly in
terms of border security, separatist
movements, and the diffusion of
instability into Iran’s peripheral regions.
Accordingly, this study seeks to examine
the key factors shaping Iran—Pakistan
relations and to analyze how internal and
external dynamics in Pakistan influence
bilateral relations and Iran’s security
environment.

Methodology

The present study has been conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method by reviewing
library documents. This research is
qualitative in nature, and the data has been

gathered through library tools, including
books and specialized journals.

Results and Discussion

The relationship between Iran and Pakistan is
complex and influenced by multiple regional
factors. While both countries share common
interests, such as stability in Afghanistan and
combating  extremism, their bilateral
cooperation is often hindered by Pakistan's
deep strategic ties with Saudi Arabia and the
United States, as well as internal security
challenges within Pakistan. The export of
radical ideologies from Pakistan and the
geopolitical competition involving India
further complicate the dynamics. For
sustainable cooperation, experts argue that
de-escalation between Iran and Saudi Arabia,
facilitated by Pakistan, and a joint approach
to Afghanistan's stability are essential
prerequisites for meaningful convergence
between Tehran and Islamabad.

~

Congl

In summary, it can be stated that factors
contributing to the convergence of Iran-
Pakistan relations, if strengthened, can lead
to the prosperity and development of border
regions both politically and economically,
thereby significantly reducing insecurity in
these areas. The security of southeastern
border zones is deeply influenced by the state
of bilateral relations. Furthermore, Iran and
Pakistan, leveraging their geopolitical
linkages such as access to consumer markets
in Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent,
along with shared political, cultural, and
economic  geographical attributes, can
enhance security in the eastern axis by
capitalizing on these positions. As two
pivotal actors in Southwest Asia with
extensive shared borders, they substantially
impact international developments. Political
and geostrategic imperatives have fostered
close ties between the two nations, despite
differing interests and perspectives on
regional and global issues. The nature and
content of their bilateral relations concerning
various international and regional matters—
including security and border issues, the
Afghanistan variable, relations with India
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and the United States, Shiite-Sunni sectarian
interests, and fundamentalist groups—are
poised to influence the future trajectory of
peace and stability in Asia. Research findings
indicate that historical, religious, cultural,
political, and economic components have
served as convergent factors at various
junctures, reinforcing border security and
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