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ABSTRACT

Cities are experiencing unprecedented growth, creating major challenges for national
and local policymakers in terms of the quality of the urban living environment. These
challenges are particularly critical for urban planners and decision-makers. This study
addresses the question of the current status of urban living environment quality in the
districts of Mashhad metropolis. Using a descriptive—analytical approach combined
with field surveys and expert questionnaires, the key components of urban quality of
life were prioritized across three selected districts (and three neighborhoods within
each district). Subsequently, the quality of urban life was assessed through a survey of
Mashhad’s residents. The findings indicate that the quality-of-life indicators in the
selected districts and neighborhoods, measured across six domains—physical,
economic, transportation, social, institutional, and environmental (according to the
study’s conceptual model)—are unevenly distributed. These spatial inequalities are
reflected in unequal access to essential services such as housing, education, healthcare,
transportation, and employment opportunities. As a result, the quality of life of
residents, particularly in disadvantaged areas (such as District 5), is significantly
affected. Overall, District 1 demonstrates a more favorable living environment
compared to Districts 5 and 11. This disparity is also evident in the selected
neighborhoods within each district.

Keywords: Spatial Inequality, Quality of Urban Living Environment, Urban Districts,
Mashhad Metropolis.
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