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Article Info Abstract

Problematic and deteriorated urban fabrics, including informal settlements, are
common features of contemporary cities. A review of the literature on social
regeneration with an authenticity-oriented approach highlights the complexity of
this concept, given its multidimensional nature and challenges in urban planning,
particularly in the revitalization of deteriorated areas. Accordingly, the present
study aims to develop stimulating scenarios for fostering social regeneration of the
deteriorated texture of Zanjan with an authenticity-based perspective. This applied
research adopts a descriptive-analytical method combined with a futures research
approach, employing the MicMac technique and Wizard scenario method. The
findings reveal that variables such as sense of identity, youth willingness to
continue residing in the fabric, investment inclination, satisfaction with visible and
invisible police patrols, absence of vagrancy, formation of voluntary security
patrols, and nighttime safety for pedestrians and cyclists exert both strong influence
and dependency within the system. These indicators thus require special attention in
guiding regeneration strategies. The scenario analysis indicates that three potential
scenarios could strongly shape the future, with Scenario 1 (score 52) emerging as
the most pivotal. Among the defining factors, the assumption of “creating moderate
fabric attractiveness to retain and attract younger populations” stands out as the
most critical for ensuring the sustainable regeneration of Zanjan’s deteriorated
fabric. The study underscores the need for authenticity-oriented interventions to
secure socially resilient and future-proof urban environments.

Keywords: Authenticity Promotion, Social Regeneration, Stimulating Scenarios,
Deteriorated Texture of Zanjan City.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Zanjan city has dilapidated and ineffective
structures that need to be recreated and renovated.
This research has been done with the aim of
providing stimulating scenarios for the social
regeneration of these tissues with an authentic
approach. Presenting stimulating scenarios of
social regeneration with an authentic approach in
order to improve the dilapidated fabric of Zanjan
city has been investigated. Considering that
authenticity means preserving and restoring the
cultural and historical elements and features of the
city, along with using new technologies and
improving urban systems with the participation of
the people. To solve these problems, social
regeneration with an authentic approach can be a
suitable solution. The question of the current
research is "What are the driving scenarios for
social regeneration with an authentic approach in
the worn-out fabric of Zanjan city?".

Methodology

The current research is practical in terms of its
purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of
method, in which library research, researcher
observation and survey methods were used, and
by using the future research approach, with
Mi'kmaq technique and Wizard scenario, to
analyze the social regeneration of the city with an
authentic approach. He paid in the worn-out fabric
of Zanjan city. The statistical population of this
research is experts in urban affairs and the sample
size of the research was 20 people. Micmac
forecasting software was used to identify the
important components of key factors and Scenario
Wizard was used to check the status of realization
of the assumptions governing the scenarios in the
worn-out fabric of the central part of Zanjan city.

Results and discussion

The indicators affecting the social regeneration
of Zanjan city were entered into the mutual matrix
and after determining the influence of the factors,
the matrix was entered into Mikmak software to
extract key drivers. In this system, the variables
show an intermediate state of influence and
influence, which makes their identification a little
difficult. By looking at the dispersion plane of the
indicators in the diagram, it can be seen that most
of the variables are diagonal in the dispersion
plane, and except for a few limited factors, the
rest of the factors have the same status to some
extent, and the system has an unstable situation. In
relation to the indirect effect of the city's social
regeneration indicators with an originalizing
approach in the dilapidated fabric of Zanjan city,
satisfaction with the quality of access to

recreational and sports spaces, the absence of a
sense of injustice from the society to the
vulnerable sections, and the sense of security of
the citizens were placed in the first ranks of the
most indirect effects; In contrast to the indicators
of sense of identity, the desire of the young
generation to continue living in Baft and the
formation of volunteer security patrols showed the
greatest indirect effectiveness. Comparing the
performance of indicators with direct and indirect
effects shows overlap and direct relationship, so
that the components with direct effects also have
high indirect effects and vice versa. By comparing
the results of the analysis of direct and indirect
effects, it can be seen that these variables were
repeated in the direct effects, with some degrees
of displacement in the indirect effects.

The results indicate that there are 3 golden
scenarios with a very high score and a higher
probability of occurrence in the condition of the
front of the fabric, among which two are in
promising and favorable conditions, and one
scenario shows the intermediate conditions for the
fabric. The software shows 8 scenarios with high
compatibility and 1147 weak scenarios, which
seems to be reasonable on the one hand to trust
the weak scenario, and on the other hand, dealing
with 1147 scenarios and making policy and
planning for them is almost unscientific and
practical.

Conclusion

Variable factors of adherence and sense of
identity, the desire of the young generation to
continue living in Baft, the desire to invest in
Baft, satisfaction with the existence of tangible
and intangible police patrols, the absence of
vagrants in the neighborhood, the formation of
voluntary security patrols and the safety of
pedestrian and bicycle traffic. At night, they have
a high influence rating. Among the scenarios
related to the descriptor "the tendency of the
young generation to continue living in the fabric",
the assumption of "creating the attraction of the
fabric to attract and maintain the young
population” has been the most important scenario
for the worn out fabric of Zanjan city in the
future.
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