Human Geography Research Quarterly

Online ISSN: 2423-7736

Tstitute of Grography
1961

Journal Homepage: jphgr.ut.ac.ir

The Paradox of Open Government and the Decline of Quality of Governance:

Surya Bawar Omri ', Seyyd Hossein Athari =

A Case Study of South Asian Countries

, Ruhollah Eslami Shabjare *, Vahid Sinaee *

1. Department of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

Emeil: surya.bawaromari@mail.um.ac.ir

2. (Corresponding Author) Department of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,

Mashhad, Iran
Emeil: athari@um.ac.ir

3. Department of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

Emeil: eslami.r@um.ac.ir

4. Department of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

Emeil: sinace@um.ac.ir

Article Info

Article type:
Research Article

Article History:
Received:
8 July 2025

Received in revised form:

12 October 2025
Accepted:

21 November 2025
Available online:

25 December 2025

Keywords:
Information Age,

Open Government,
Closed Government,
Quality Of Governance,
South Asia.

ABSTRACT

Today, it is accepted that information and communication technology
plays a very important and fundamental role in economic growth,
social development, and the cohesion of cultural identity. Entering
the information age has also caused changes in all areas of politics
and consequently political systems, and open government has been
introduced as an alternative to existing systems. However, some
research has addressed the issue that open government, if the
government bodies are not reviewed to promote citizen participation,
will be a new tool at the disposal of non-democratic systems.
Accordingly, the main objective of the present study is to examine
the intersection of open government with performance indicators of
government bodies (executive, legislative, and judicial) as well as the
democracy index, and the hypothesis has been put forward that
promoting open government does not necessarily mean improving
the performance conditions of government bodies and the democracy
index. The sample studied is from countries in the South Asian
region, and the research method is trend research. The United
Nations and the Economist indicators have been used as research
variables. The results of the study indicate that the status of South
Asian countries in open government has not necessarily meant their
movement towards democracy and improving citizen access through
promoting the performance of government bodies. Afghanistan has
the worst situation among the countries in the region after the Taliban
came to power, while Nepal has the best situation in open
government and government performance indicators. Also, the
democracy index has been declining in all countries studied.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The information age has caused changes in
all aspects of human life, including politics,
and as a result, political systems have new
concepts and indicators, the main basis of
which is to provide simple, accurate and
efficient access for citizens to monitor
governments and improve bio-social
conditions. While information technology
has revolutionized the general process of
human life, it has also subjected the
political field to new aspects of concepts.
Among the most important political
concepts formed in the political field
affected by the information age are the
concepts of open government and closed
government, which were proposed in the
first decade of the 2l1st century. The
division of political systems into two
groups, with open government and those
without it (closed government), is the
achievement of the information age, which
is influenced by Karl Popper's division of
closed and open society and emphasizes
that modern political systems are designed
based on the opinion of citizens. Moreover,
for this reason, their monitoring of their
political system should be strengthened
through the achievements of the
information age; however, the World Wide
Web weakened the old media and software
companies, revealing the enormous power
of a new approach known as Web 2. Based
on this, open government is the ruling
doctrine, which believes that citizens have
the right to access the documents and
procedures of government bodies consisting
of the legislative, executive, and judicial
branches to provide effective public
supervision. Based on this, the current
research aims to investigate the state of
open government and its achievements in
South Asian countries. As a geographical
and geopolitical region, South Asia has
been increasingly important in recent years.

Methodology

According to the goals and questions of the
research, the trend analysis method has
been used to examine the data. Trend
analysis examines trends and refers to their
historical and temporal continuity. The
regular changes in data and phenomena are
evaluated over time to recognize them. One

of the characteristics of trends is that they
represent changes in a group of data or
phenomena and also represent changes in a
period in such a way that those data or
phenomena have changed and their status is
different from the past. Each period
depends on the subject of the process and
its field of knowledge and may be short for
one phenomenon and long for another.
Another characteristic of trends is that they
can be used to simplify phenomena'
complexity; that is, a phenomenon is
expressed in a simplified form in a process.
Also, it is based on the premise that
changes in the world have historical
continuity. Pearson's correlation test has
also been used to determine a significant
relationship between the open government
index and other indices.

Results and discussion

Examining the process of matching open
government with other indicators for the
existence of correlation and influence has
been done in two ways: firstly, the situation
of each country will be investigated, and
then the general situation of the
investigated countries.

Afghanistan: The open government index
and its technological facilities are correlated
with the state of the legislature and
judiciary.

Bangladesh: The open government index
and its technological facilities are correlated
with the state of the executive and
judiciary.

India: The index of open government and
available  technological facilities s
correlated only with the state of the
executive branch.

Nepal: The open government index and the
technological facilities available in it
correlate with the state of the executive and
judiciary.

Pakistan: The open government index and
the technological facilities available in it
are correlated with the state of the executive
and legislative powers.

Sri Lanka: Index of open government and
technological facilities available in it is
correlated only with the state of the
executive branch.

A very important point is the significant
and negative relationship of all the
countries studied in the open government



index and the democracy index, and this
means that the improvement of the open
government  index, which is the
improvement of new tools, has led to more
suppression of democracy in South Asian
countries. The test of the hypothesis of the
effect of the open government index on the
democracy index shows that there is no
direct relationship between them, and the
increase in the open government score in all
the countries under review has caused a
decrease in the democracy index.

Conclusion

Open government and improving the
position of countries have become
increasingly important. For this reason, the
indicators and dimensions examined
regarding its effectiveness should reflect the
achievements of open government and not
only measure the technical and
infrastructural facilities of the countries.
However, they should also correctly show
the government's underlying processes.
Open government ratings are maturing in
this direction, so they have focused on
evaluating wusers' use and, therefore,
measuring the quality of government
actions.

In general, the examination of the state of
South Asian countries based on the open
government index and its association as the
state of improving the access of citizens and
the efficiency of government institutions is
misleading; Because the survey conducted
indicated that this index does not achieve
achievements such as the state of
democracy and the improvement of the
efficiency of government institutions in the
access of citizens. It should be
acknowledged that this index is also
potentially dangerous because its name
gives any political system a democratic
appearance, which is contradictory in
reality. Therefore, open government should
be truly related to achievements in
improving the status of citizens. We can
evaluate its real effects only by ranking
other indicators that are considered the
achievement of open government.
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