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Objective: Tourism is one of the most important industries in the world and the rural
tourism is tourism subgroup. The quality of rural landscapes and tourist satisfaction are
important issues in tourism planning and special attention to these variables contributes to
sustainable development of rural tourism outputs. Rural areas can attract visitors as a
recreational place due to their special traditional and natural features and landscapes.
Nowadays, tourists are mostly looking for natural and traditional spaces to get rid of
crowded urban environments and also new experiences. The research aimed to reveal rural
landscape factors influencing tourism development and to validate them on the case study
of Choobin village in Neyshabur.

Methods: In this study, the desirable rural landscape features and factors were identified
based on library documents and a review of specialized literature related to the subject. In
the next step, using the observation process, the elements and indicators in the rural
landscape of the case study were evaluated. According to the main indicators, the
questionnaire was designed. The validity of the questionnaire was examined by specialists
and its total reliability was estimated at 0.817 based on Cronbach's alpha. The sample size
was calculated by using Mitra and Lankford methods, and the questionnaires were
distributed 300 people who visited the Choobin village. Data analysis was done using Spss
software and Spearman's correlation and multiple linear regression tests.

Results: The results of this study in the first step show a set of indicators of rural
landscapes with the approach of tourism development. Also, the results indicate that the
correlation between rural landscape and tourism development is confirmed at a significant
level of 0.01. In other words, it can be said that the relationship between rural landscape
and tourism development is positive and significant. Meanwhile, among the indicators of
the rural landscape, the component that shows the greatest impact on the development of
tourism in Chobin village is the ecological index with a significance level of 0.001 and a
standardized coefficient (beta) of 0.372 and the tourists visiting Chobin village considered
the criteria related to the ecological index to be the most effective factor for attracting to
this area.

Conclusions: Therefore, in order to realize the development of tourism in rural areas,
understanding the components of desirable rural landscapes and using them in the design
of these landscapes, as well as paying attention to the expectations and views of tourists,
can play an essential role in improving the quality of rural areas and developing tourism.
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Introduction

In recent years, tourism has become one of the most prominent industries in the contemporary world and has
become the main driver of the economy of many countries in the world (Avcikurt et al., 2015). Rural tourism
includes a wide range of attractions and activities that are carried out in agricultural or non-urban areas. This
type of tourism is the experience of spending a vacation on a farm, which can include things such as nature
tourism or recreational activities such as hiking, mountain climbing, hunting, fishing, etc. (Irshad, 2010).
Landscape is one of the key elements in the tourism experience, which has an important and well-known role in
motivating the visit and has an impact on the quality of the tourism experience (Marujo and Santos, 2012). This
research aims to introduce the dimensions of rural landscapes as well as the way of interaction between
landscapes in rural areas and tourism activities and with the approach of realizing the development of the tourism
industry.

Materials and Methods

The study population consisted of tourists who are visiting Choobin village, Neyshabour in Iran. The sample size
was calculated based on Mitra Lankford's formula and distributed among 300 people who visited Chobin village.
Data analysis was done using Spss software and Spearman's correlation tests and multiple linear regression.
Correlation analysis was conducted between rural landscape indicators and tourism development, to determine
the best content for rural landscape. Multiple linear regression analysis was also used to determine the impact of
rural landscape indicators on tourism development.

Results

The results of data processing showed that there is a direct and meaningful relationship between the rural
landscape variable and tourism development. Also, this relationship is established between the rural landscape
variable and tourism development indicators. According to the research of Jaszczak and Zukovskis (2011), in
areas with unique natural and cultural potential, the development of rural tourism is recommended based on
landscape characteristics. Carneiro, Lima and Silva (2015), in their research, based on the opinions of tourists,
confirm the connection of landscape as an important element in the tourism experience of rural areas. In
addition, the research of Perez (2002) showed that identifying the preferences of tourists from a rural perspective
is of particular importance in planning for the development of tourism in that region. Therefore, the results of the
current research are consistent with the research of people such as Jaszczak and Zukovskis (2011), Carneiro,
Lima and Silva (2015) as well as the studies of Perez (2002) and are confirmed. The research results showed the
ecological index with the greatest impact on tourism development. In the study of Carneiro, Lima and Silva
(2015), most tourists in the studied rural area preferred vegetation over other landscape elements, and vegetation
is one of the important visual elements for those who visit rural areas.

Conclusion

Villages with tourism destinations are considered a basic capacity that can help to attract tourists to these areas
and new income for the village while creating employment opportunities for the people of the village. Since
different tourism destinations are competing with each other in the process of attracting tourists, it is important to
improve and upgrade the existing indicators in the rural landscape that are effective for tourism development.
Rural tourism somehow includes the interaction of tourists with natural attractions and ecological features of the
village. Rural life has been formed by emphasizing the effective and sustainable relationship between nature and
human life. Unfortunately, today, the lack of sufficient information on this topic and the lack of attention to the
preservation of the natural or man-made environment, lead to the gradual destruction of the areas from the
ecological point of view and vegetation. In addition, tourism can lead to the preservation of the natural heritage
of a rural area. Therefore, rural landscapes become important in providing tourism opportunities for expanding
urban communities. Any action aimed at achieving rural landscapes with the capacity to attract tourists should
include all aspects of landscape and rural tourism indicators, and only addressing each of the dimensions will
make it difficult to achieve the main goal of creating a tourist-friendly rural landscape. The ecological index
showed the greatest impact on the promotion of tourism in the rural area of Choobin village. This means that
special attention should be paid to this dimension of rural landscapes.
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2. Likert scale
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2. Multiple Linear Regression
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1. Kolmogorov Smirnov
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