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Objective: Own- ebn- Ali resort is the largest mountain resort in the country, with an
average of one million visitors a year. Due to the natural limitations of the region, the
increasing pressure of tourists leads to the destruction of natural values and thus the
destruction of tourism capabilities in the region, which is one of the reasons for paying
attention to the sustainability of tourism in this region. The aim of this study is to evaluate
the tourism sustainability of Own- ebn- Ali area of Tabriz.

Methods: in This study the Social, economic and environmental dimensions were
considered as decision criteria for sustainability assessment and indicators were considered
for each of these dimensions. The weighted value of dimensions and indices was
calculated by Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP).

Results: Results revealed that the environmental dimension with a weight of 0.520 has the
most and the social dimension with a weight of 0.220 have the least impact on tourism
sustainability. In the economic dimension, the indicators of "employment rate” and
"existence of online communications in the region", and in the social dimension, indicators
of "tourist satisfaction with the security of the region™ and "health services status" were the
most important criteria, respectively. Moreover, the indicators of "water quality" and
"environmental health" had the greatest impact on the sustainability of tourism in the
environmental dimension, respectively.

Conclusions: According to the results, in order to achieve higher levels of tourism
sustainability, the necessary policies should be adopted to increase the indicators affecting
sustainability, the most important of which is to emphasize the natural face of Own- ebn-
Ali region and reduce construction operations in that region.
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Introduction

Today, despite the importance of tourism in the field of employment and sustainable economy, it faces
challenges such as degradation of moral principles, destruction of natural habitats, pollution of underground
water, endangerment of health and health caused by insufficient waste and sewage disposal networks. One of the
basic factors in creating change and transformation in the tourism sector is the comprehensive study of positive-
negative effects and a regional view of the sustainable development of tourism. In this regard, planning, efficient
management and reduction of negative effects are considered in order to create a positive attitude towards the
effects of tourism in the society. Tourism development has an effect on the economic-social and environmental
components of the society, which is necessary to achieve success in tourism management and tourism
development, planning at all levels. In fact, sustainability in tourism requires systematic attention to technical,
cultural, political, economic, historical and environmental dimensions in moving towards the use of tourist
attractions in accordance with today's needs and the preservation and sustainability of these resources for the
future. Therefore, measuring and evaluating the level of sustainability of tourism areas, especially, explaining
various criteria and indicators, including environmental and economic indicators, in order to achieve sustainable
development of tourism is emphasized. Own- ebn- Ali resort is the largest mountain resort in the country, with
an average of one million visitors a year. Due to the natural limitations of the region, the increasing pressure of
tourists leads to the destruction of natural values and thus the destruction of tourism capabilities in the region,
which is one of the reasons for paying attention to the sustainability of tourism in this region. Obviously, if
sustainability issues be ignored, the natural values of the region will be lost. Therefore, in the direction of
sustainability, the principles of the sustainable development of tourism should be applied in policies and plans,
so that the development of tourism becomes sustainable. The tourism sustainability assessment of Own- ebn-
Ali Resort is a tool that can help decision makers and policy makers, including planners in the field of tourism,
to decide what actions they should or should not take in an effort to build a more sustainable society.

Materials and Methods

In terms of the purpose, the present research is an application in which the tourism sustainability of Own-
ebn- Ali resort area in Tabriz city has been investigated in terms of tourism sustainability indicators in three
social, economic and environmental dimensions and using the hierarchical analysis model. The required data
were collected through interviews with experts and tourists entering the area in the form of a questionnaire.
Social, economic and environmental dimensions were considered as decision criteria for sustainability
assessment and indicators were considered for each of these dimensions. The weighted value of dimensions and
indices was calculated by Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP). Analysis Hierarchy (AHP) is one of the most
effective techniques in decision support system. This technique is based on paired comparison and allows people
to check different situations and conditions. By AHP, the decision-making problem is first structured, different
options are compared based on the criteria mentioned in decision-making, and finally the priority of choosing
each of them is determined. At first, to use this tool, it is necessary to form a decision-making group. The
analysis hierarchy process begins with the identification and prioritization of decision-making elements: these
elements include objectives, criteria or characteristics, and possible options used in prioritization. The process of
identifying elements and the relationship between them leads to the creation of a hierarchical structure.
Hierarchy is built because decision making elements can be summarized at different levels. After determining
the importance coefficient of the criteria and indicators, the importance coefficient of the options is also
determined and finally, the final score of each option is determined by combining the coefficients. Finally, by
multiplying the calculated weights by the normalized values of the indices, the primary sustainability indices are
obtained, and the economic, social and environmental sustainability indices are obtained by the algebraic sum
and combining these three indices, the overall composite index of sustainability is calculated.

Results

The results of studies showed that the environmental dimension with a weight of 0.520 has the most and the
social dimension with a weight of 0.220 have the least impact on tourism sustainability. In the economic
dimension, the indicators of "employment rate" and "existence of online communications in the region”, and in
the social dimension, indicators of "tourist satisfaction with the security of the region” and "health services
status" were the most important criteria, respectively. Moreover, the indicators of "water quality" and
"environmental health" had the greatest impact on the sustainability of tourism in the environmental dimension,
respectively. The results of measuring the state of the resort showed that tourists were generally satisfied with
the condition of the promenade. But in a few cases they have given a few points to the indicators. Such as the
destruction of the region as a result of construction and road construction, which 22.5% believed that the
destruction in the region is high and about 26% believed that noise pollution is high in the region.
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Conclusion

According to the results, in order to achieve higher levels of tourism sustainability, the necessary policies should
be adopted to increase the indicators affecting sustainability, the most important of which is to emphasize the
natural face of Own- ebn- Ali region and reduce construction operations in that region.

Keywords: Analytical Hierarchy Process ,Own-ebn-Ali, Sustainability assessment, Tabriz, Tourism
Sustainability
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