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Irag in general and the Middle Euphrates provinces in particular suffer from
fundamental weaknesses in the collection and safe disposal of municipal solid waste.
The lack of national strategies and the high production of waste, especially during
religious occasions, have highlighted the need for urgent action to implement a cost-
effective and sustainable waste management approach. The strategic decision of local
managers, which was reached as a result of expert meetings with experts in the field,
including the researchers of the present study, is based on locating suitable land for
centralized waste disposal in each province and constructing sanitary landfills in
accordance with engineering standards. The legal weakness in Iraq and the lack of
transparent criteria for location was followed up in this study by reviewing the study
history and presenting a set of effective criteria appropriate to the conditions of Iraq
and weighting them using the SRS method. Finally, with a future study to estimate
population growth and the increase in the number of religious tourists, an estimate of
the amount of waste produced was provided, and locations with sufficient surface area
for the construction of a landfill were selected and proposed from among highly
desirable lands in a combined GIS map in a way that would have the ability to accept

waste over the next 50 years.
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