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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study is to determine the position of Iran’s
manufacturing industries and to identify the existing opportunities and
constraints for enhancing the country’s participation in global value chains.
The research adopts an analytical-descriptive approach and employs Iran’s
trade data over the period 1995-2021 to estimate the global value chain
participation index. The findings indicate that economic sanctions, global
financial crises, and a concentration on raw material exports have played a
significant role in constraining Iran’s participation in global value chains.
Nevertheless, the adoption of development-oriented policies, geographical
diversification of trading partners, technology localization, digitalization of
processes, and the creation of redundancy in supply chains can contribute to
improving resilience and upgrading Iran’s position in global value chains.
These findings underscore the necessity of revising the country’s industrial and
trade strategies in order to achieve a sustainable competitive advantage.
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!, This article has been developed through the completion and expansion of a research report entitled “Strategies for Enhancing
the Resilience of Global Value Chains in Times of Crisis: Policy Implications for Iran,” prepared by the Research Center for
Trade Development of the Institute for Trade Studies and Research.
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