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Abstract

Participating in elections as an expression of democracy is a part of political
participation for policymaking that has become popular in the modern era. In Iran,
elections are a platform for public participation in policymaking, and it is of
strategic importance in the country's macro policymaking. This research aimed to
analyze the political and social factors of the participation of residents of Shiraz
city of 18 years and older in the elections. Using survey method and standard
questionnaire collect and analyze data, the sample size was estimated 384 cases
according to the size of the statistical population based on Cochran's formula.
Random cluster sampling method was used to select the samples. The reliability
and validity of the instrument was evaluated with Cronbach's alpha and face
validity, respectively. The findings showed that the variables of political
awareness, trust in political parties and evaluation of the efficiency of political
parties have a positive and significant relationship with participation in elections.
There was a significant difference between the participation in the elections
according to the political trend of interest and the political motivation and
incentive, and the traditional fundamentalist trend and people with ideological
motivation had the greatest desire to participate. There was no significant
difference between participation in elections according to the trusted political
parties. Multivariable regression showed that trust in parties is the strongest
variable affecting participation in elections and independent variables explained
nearly 26% of the changes in the dependent variable. As a result, political
participation as a democratic action for policymaking in society is affected by trust,
awareness and political context and by improving political participation, the field
for effective policymaking is formed in society. Improving social trust, macro
policy goals can be achieved in the political sphere.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

In the modern era, citizens play an important role in determining political structures
and the society’s management. In Iran, elections are a platform for public
participation in policymaking. One of the obvious differences between the politics
of the modern and past eras is the multi-leveling of political power in modern
society. In the modern era and with the expansion of democratic systems, the
concept of citizen has found a real and practical meaning, and citizens have gained
an important role in the politics and political policymaking. This role-playing has
not been the same in all regions of the world, and according to cultural, social, and
political development, the role-playing of people in the political arena has also
increased. The role-playing of citizens in the political structure is known in a
simple sense as political participation (Mirfardi, 1401). According to Michael
Rush, political participation is the involvement of an individual at different levels
of activity in the political system, from lack of connection and conflict with the
political system to having an official political position in it (Rush, 1998). The level
of participation in elections has been decreased in Iran in recent years, such that,
according to the Ministry of Interior, in the elections of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly in Esfand 1402, only 41 percent of eligible voters participated in the
elections. Although, the relationship between some variables such as political
awareness and political trust with political participation has been of interest to
researchers, in Iran, and especially in the city of Shiraz, the role of political factors
such as political awareness, political trust, and political orientation has received
less attention, and there is insufficient scientific knowledge about the role of these
factors in political participation. Participating in elections as an expression of
democracy is a part of political participation for policymaking that has become
popular in the modern era. This research aimed to analyze the political and social
factors of the participation of residents of Shiraz city of 18 years and older in the
elections. This act, is an example of activism in political policymaking.

Methods

Using survey method and standard questionnaire data were collected and analyzed.
The sample size was estimated 384 cases according to the size of the statistical
population based on Cochran's formula. Random cluster sampling method was used
to select the samples. The reliability and validity of the instrument was evaluated
with Cronbach's alpha and face validity, respectively. Cronbach's alpha for the
variables of awareness about parties, evaluation of party effectiveness, trust in
political parties, and participation in elections was 0.73, 0.90, 0.87, and 0.70,
respectively. Two categories of descriptive statistics (central and dispersion
indices) and inferential statistics (Pearson's correlation coefficient, compare mean
test, and multivariate regression) were used to analyze the data.

Results and Discussion
Findings showed the important information regarding the political participation and
its related factors:

1- Low degree of political participation and evaluation of political parties:
The degree of participation in elections (dependent variable), awareness on
parties, trust in parties, and evaluation of the effectiveness of political parties
(independent variables), are less than average.

2- Gap between some parts of society and political affairs: There is a significant
distance between a significant part of the society and political affairs. The



decrease in political participation in elections has occurred in a gradual process in
recent years, and in the last three elections, it has decreased to the lowest level in
the years after the Islamic Revolution, in 1979.

Positive relationship between trust in parties and participation in
elections: The findings showed that there is a positive and significant
relationship between the level of trust in political parties and the level of
tendency to participate in elections. The greater the trust in parties, the
stronger the level of intention to participate in elections.

Positive relationship between awareness on parties and participation in
elections: The findings showed that there is a positive and significant
relationship between the level of awareness on parties and political
participation. In all these studies, political awareness and knowledge had a
positive relationship with political participation. This finding is in line with
the theory of Almond and Verba (1980). Political culture does not make
sense without political awareness. Political participation in light of political
awareness can create a civic space in society. As research and theories of
political culture and participation have shown, informed participation in
politics can help strengthen civic and political culture.

Positive relationship between the evaluation of the effectiveness of
political parties and participation in elections: The findings of the study
showed that the evaluation of the effectiveness of political parties has a
positive and significant relationship with participation in elections. This
finding is also in line with the theory of Dahl (1985) that considers political
feedback to be decisive for political participation.

No difference in political participation according to trusted parties:
There is no significant difference in political participation regarding the type
of political party trusted. However, respondents who have the most trust in
the fundamentalist political parties had the most desire for political
participation, and respondents who had the most trust in the independent
parties reported less political participation.

Difference in political participation according preferred parties: The
findings of the study showed that there is a significant difference in political
participation regarding the type of political parties they are interested in.
Respondents who are interested in the traditional fundamentalist political
parties had the most tendency for political participation, and respondents who
were interested in the independent parties and streams reported less political
participation. This finding is in line with Dahl's (1985) theory, which focuses
on participants' evaluation of political parties.

Difference in political participation according type of motivation for
participation: There is a significant difference between the level of political
participation according to the type of motivation for participation. People
with ideological motivation for participation had the highest participation,
and people with local motivation had the lowest political participation. This
finding is line with Almond and Verba's (1980) theory and Dahl's (1985)
theory regarding the comparison of political groups and political culture.
The strongest variable affecting participation in elections: Multivariable
regression showed that trust in parties is the strongest variable affecting
participation in elections and independent variables explained nearly 26% of
the changes in the dependent variable.
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Conclusion

Totally, findings indicate the importance of political trust in political behavior. As
social capital theorists, especially Putnam, have noted, trust is a fundamental
element for social and political interactions and participation. Without the element
of trust, intrinsic motivation for political participation is not provided. Political
trust is the result of the experience of previous political behavior and policymaking,
and the evaluation of the performance of political institutions and parties which are
active in the executive, political, and electoral arenas. In this study, trust in political
parties had the greatest impact on the participation of respondents in elections.
Political awareness is also an important factor in participation in elections.
Supporters of fundamentalist political parties were more inclined to participate in
elections. This finding is line with the reality of political participation in Iranian
society as a whole in recent years, as fundamentalists have been more serious to
participate in elections and have participated fully and consistently in various
elections. The alignment of the election process and executive policies with the
interests of this group of Iranian citizens could be one of the reasons for their
greater participation. As a result, political participation as a democratic action for
policymaking in society is affected by trust, awareness and political context and by
improving political participation, the field for effective policymaking is formed in
society.
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