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Abstract

Introduction: Economic poverty remains one of the most persistent challenges
confronting human societies, exerting profound effects on social justice, human
dignity, and economic stability. Kermanshah Province, due to its fragile economic
structure, high unemployment, and deep social inequalities, represents a clear case
of structural poverty in Iran.

Objective: This study aims to identify and rank the economic roots of poverty in
Kermanshah Province based on Islamic economic teachings, with particular em-
phasis on the conduct and teachings of Imam Ali (AS).

Methodology: A mixed-methods approach was employed, integrating traditional
Delphi and Fuzzy Delphi techniques. Data were collected through questionnaires
and interviews from a sample of 385 respondents selected via cluster sampling,
and subsequently analyzed to prioritize poverty-related factors.

Findings: The results reveal that the most significant roots of economic poverty
include the failure of the wealthy to fulfill obligatory divine financial duties, ex-
travagance and excessive consumption, neglect of justice and the poor by public of-
ficials, and weak economic management. These factors can be categorized across
four groups: officials, the wealthy, the general public, and the needy.

Conclusion: The findings indicate that sustainable poverty alleviation in Ker-
manshah requires a comprehensive approach combining structural economic re-
forms with moral and institutional reconstruction grounded in Islamic teachings.
Strengthening Islamic financial mechanisms, reforming consumption patterns,
promoting justice-oriented governance, and providing targeted support to vulnera-
ble groups are essential for achieving durable poverty reduction.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Economic poverty is among the most persistent and complex challenges con-
fronting human societies, exerting profound impacts on social justice, human
dignity, social cohesion, and economic stability. In contemporary development
literature, poverty is no longer understood merely as income deprivation or lack
of financial resources; rather, it is regarded as a multidimensional phenomenon
encompassing economic, institutional, social, cultural, and ethical dimensions.
Poverty becomes structural and chronic when weak governance, institutional
inefficiency, unequal distribution of opportunities, and erosion of social capital
operate simultaneously.

In Iran, regional disparities have led to the concentration of poverty in cer-
tain provinces. Kermanshah Province, due to its fragile economic structure, high
unemployment rates, limited diversification of productive activities, labor mi-
gration, uneven spatial distribution of investments, and widening social gaps,
represents a clear case of chronic structural poverty. This condition persists
despite the province’s considerable potential in agriculture, natural resources,
and human capital. Such a gap between existing capacities and actual living
conditions indicates that poverty in Kermanshah is driven less by resource scar-
city and more by managerial misallocation, institutional injustice, and inefficient
utilization of available assets.

From the perspective of Islamic economics, poverty is not merely an eco-
nomic issue but a moral and social crisis arising from distorted economic rela-
tions, concentration of wealth, neglect of social responsibility, and weakening of
ethical values. Within this framework, the teachings of Imam Ali (AS) provide
a comprehensive paradigm for understanding poverty, emphasizing economic
justice, fulfillment of obligatory divine financial duties, merit-based governance,
reform of consumption patterns, and proactive support for the vulnerable. In the
Alawite view, the poverty of the poor is a direct consequence of the greed of the
wealthy and the negligence of rulers toward social justice; therefore, combating
poverty requires the simultaneous reform of economic structures and individual
and collective moral conduct.

2. Objective

The main objective of this study is to identify and rank the economic roots of
poverty in Kermanshah Province based on Islamic economic teachings, with par-
ticular emphasis on the conduct and sayings of Imam Ali (AS). The research seeks to
integrate Islamic theoretical foundations with modern multi-criteria decision-mak-
ing methods in order to provide a comprehensive, context-specific, and practical
understanding of poverty and to facilitate the formulation of justice-oriented and
sustainable regional poverty alleviation policies.
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3. Methodology

This study adopts a mixed-methods (qualitative—quantitative) approach us-
ing the traditional Delphi method combined with the Fuzzy Delphi technique.
The statistical population consisted of academic experts, executive managers,
and informed citizens in Kermanshah Province. Through cluster sampling, 385
respondents were selected as the study sample.

In the first stage, preliminary indicators of poverty roots were extracted from
theoretical literature, previous empirical studies, and Alawite teachings. These
indicators were refined and validated through two rounds of the Delphi process
to achieve expert consensus. Data were collected using structured questionnaires
and semi-structured interviews. The reliability of the research instrument was
confirmed using Cronbach’s alpha.

To reduce subjectivity in expert judgments and enhance analytical precision,
fuzzy logic was employed to calculate fuzzy and defuzzified values for each
indicator. Subsequently, poverty-related factors were weighted and ranked based
on their relative importance. The integration of Delphi and fuzzy analysis ena-
bled a systematic linkage between human judgment and mathematical mode-
ling, thereby improving the robustness of policy-relevant decision-making.

4. Findings

The findings indicate that the most significant roots of economic poverty in
Kermanshah Province include: failure of the wealthy to fulfill obligatory divine
financial duties, neglect of justice and the poor by public officials, extravagance
and excessive consumption, weak management and economic misgovernance,
greed and abandonment of contentment, laziness and lack of work ethic, ine-
quality in the distribution of public resources, inefficient allocation of assets,
and monopolization of public property and economic opportunities by specific
individuals or groups.

These factors were classified into four main categories: government officials,
the wealthy, the general public, and the needy, reflecting the multi-layered and
interconnected nature of poverty in the province. Fuzzy ranking results demon-
strate that institutional and managerial factors—particularly weak economic gov-
ernance, assignment of responsibilities to non-specialists, and injustice in resource
distribution—play a central role in perpetuating poverty.

In addition, the limited effectiveness of Islamic redistributive institutions
such as zakat and productive waqf, together with the spread of unsustainable
consumption patterns, has intensified the poverty cycle. These findings are con-
sistent with the teachings of Imam Ali (AS), who viewed poverty as a direct
outcome of injustice, extravagance, and neglect of social responsibility.

Discussion and Interpretation

The analysis reveals that poverty in Kermanshah Province is produced through
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the interaction of structural and behavioral factors. Concentration of wealth in the
hands of a limited group, coupled with weak oversight mechanisms and minimal
public participation in decision-making, has reinforced inequality. Furthermore,
urban consumerism and resource wastage in unfinished development projects rep-
resent institutionalized forms of extravagance.

At the same time, low labor productivity and dependence on non-productive
welfare assistance among parts of the population have contributed to the persis-
tence of poverty. These dynamics align closely with Alawite teachings, which
identify injustice, mismanagement, and abandonment of social responsibility as
the fundamental drivers of deprivation.

5. Conclusion

The findings suggest that sustainable poverty alleviation in Kermanshah
Province requires a comprehensive approach that integrates structural economic
reforms with ethical and institutional reconstruction grounded in Islamic teach-
ings. Strengthening Islamic financial mechanisms, revitalizing the redistributive
and productive functions of zakat and waqf, reforming consumption patterns,
promoting merit-based management, advancing justice-oriented governance,
and providing targeted support to vulnerable groups through sustainable em-
ployment are essential prerequisites for effective poverty reduction.

This study demonstrates that the Alawite model offers a culturally grounded,
ethically driven, and practically applicable framework for poverty alleviation
policy in deprived regions of Iran. By drawing on Imam Ali’s teachings, policy-
makers can move beyond short-term relief measures toward a holistic strategy
that addresses both the structural and moral foundations of poverty, thereby fa-
cilitating a transition from chronic deprivation to sustainable human develop-
ment.
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