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Frege always sought to present logic as a normative science, belonging to a timeless and
placeless realm, distinct from empirical sciences, particularly psychology, which is inherently
descriptive. In most cases, he adopts an anti-psychologistic approach, and his arguments
are not explicitly stated. In this article, five of Frege’s arguments against psychologism have
been reconstructed by studying his original texts. Since understanding these arguments is
impossible without considering his definition of number as the subject of arithmetic, it is
first shown how, according to Frege, a number must be defined as an objective entity. It is
then demonstrated that Frege substantiates his position by distinguishing between the
psychological origins of a proposition and its justification and proof, considering the concept
of number as impersonal, differentiating logical laws from empirical laws, distinguishing
between “whatis true” and “whatis held to be true,” and showing thata correct understanding
of equality is only possible by regarding the concept of number as objective. However, Frege’s
critics argue that by eliminating criteria for understanding meaning and disregarding the

criteria for correct usage among language users in a linguistic community, he has omitted a
significant part of the meaning of logic and reasoning.
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' The "value-range" of the function f(x) is the same as the "value-range" of the function g(x) if and only if Vx[f(x)=g(x)], or,

functions f and g have the same ‘value-range’ if, and only if, they always have the same value for the same argument [Heck,
2012:32].
If we want to emerge from the subjective at all, we must conceive of knowledge as an activity that does not create what is

known but grasps what is already there.
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