Urban Design Discourse. 2026;7(1):1-13.

Tarbiat Modares
University

ISSN: 3116-0212

The Impacts of Events on the Transformation of Urban
Public Space Structures

ARTICLEINFO

ABSTRACT

Article Type
Original Research

Author

Seyedeh Zeinab Javadi*
Seyed Ali Safavi**
Mohammadreza Poorjafar®

How to cite this article

Javadi, Seyedeh Zeinab, Safavi, Ali
and Poorjafar, Mohammadreza. The
Impacts of Events on the Trans-
formation of Urban Public Space
Structures. Urban Design Discourse.
2026; 7(1): 1-13.

doi.org/10.48311/udd.2025.27569

! M.A. in Urban Design, Tarbiat
Modares University, Tehran, Iran.

% Assistant Professor, Department

of Urban Planning, Faculty of Arts,
Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran,
Iran.

3Full Professor, Department of Urban
Planning, Faculty of Arts, Tarbiat
Modares University, Tehran, Iran.

* Correspondence

Address: Assistant Professor,
Department of Urban Planning,
Faculty of Arts, Tarbiat Modares
University, Tehran, Iran.

Email: sasafavi@modares.ac.ir

Article History

Received: 28 May 2025
Accepted: 07 July 2025
Revised date: 11 April 2026

Problem Statement: In contemporary urban contexts, city events are increasingly recognized
as powerful tools in urban policy-making. However, their dual nature—as both drivers of
development and catalysts for spatial inequality—necessitates deeper examination.
Research Objective: This study aims to analyze the structural and multidimensional impacts
of urban events on public spaces and to propose a conceptual framework for understanding
the reciprocal dynamics between events and urban spatial structure. It specifically addresses
the central question: How can urban events simultaneously contribute to the regeneration of
public spaces while exacerbating spatial inequalities?
Methodology: The research adopts a semi-systematic review approach, utilizing qualitative
content analysis. The analytical framework integrates inferential and comparative methods
to identify key patterns of event-driven spatial transformation.
Findings: Urban events influence five structural dimensions of public space through dual
(positive and negative) effects:

1. Physical - urban renewal versus physical degradation;

2. Environmental - ecological pressures versus opportunities for sustainable management;

3. Socio-cultural - strengthening collective identity versus marginalization risks;

4. Economic - short-term economic growth versus unequal benefit distribution;

5. Governance - participatory opportunities versus risks of privatization.
Conclusion: The findings underscore the dual character of urban events as both enablers
of development and intensifiers of spatial injustice. The proposed framework, with its
comprehensive lens on five dimensions, offers an analytical tool for urban policymakers
to harness events as levers for sustainable urban development. The study highlights the
imperative for smart governance and integrated planning in event-oriented urban strategies.

Keywords: Event; Urban Events; Urban Public Spaces; City; Semi-systematic Review.
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