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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Achieving sustainable development requires careful planning and effective
implementation of public and legislative policies. In this context, the role of policies and
laws is both vital and decisive. The need for this research arises from the challenges
developing countries, particularly Iran, face in formulating and implementing public
policies. While legislative policies play a crucial role in achieving sustainable
development, their implementation is often inadequate, and due to regional and
economic inequalities, the desired outcomes are not always realized.

Moreover, although various theories and models exist for policy analysis and
evaluation, most are designed for developed societies and are less effective in
developing countries, especially Iran. Therefore, the practical importance of this
research is clear: the development plan, as a strategic document, defines the goals and
direction of a country’s development over a specific period. Public policies and
legislation are essential for achieving these goals and must be aligned with the objectives
of the development plan to facilitate their implementation. In other words, the

* Corresponding author, Email: sanjarl@iau.ac.ir

Copyright© 2025. TMU Press. This open-access article is published under the terms
of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License
which permits Share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format)
and Adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) under the Attribution-
NonCommercial terms.



Political Spatial Planning 7(4): 60-84, Fall 2025

development plan outlines the general direction, while public policies and legislation
provide the mechanisms for implementation.

Development planning is a key tool for achieving sustainable development
objectives. Through careful planning, it is possible to ensure that economic, social, and
environmental development progresses in a coordinated and balanced manner. For
instance, urban development planning can promote green spaces, reduce air pollution,
and provide equitable access to urban services. Similarly, rural development planning
can help alleviate poverty, improve living standards, and protect natural resources.
Sustainable development is vital for environmental preservation, social welfare, and
long-term economic growth. Implementing sustainable development plans can help
prevent environmental, social, and economic crises and secure a better future for
generations to come.

Previous research reveals several significant gaps. One major gap is the limited
attention given to the localization of policy models. Many existing theories and models
of policy analysis are derived from developed industrial societies and are not well-suited
to the specific conditions of developing countries like Iran. These models often fail to
address local social and economic inequalities. Additionally, most studies focus on the
overall economic and social impacts of policies and do not specifically examine the
influence of legislative policies on sustainable development. Scholars have emphasized
the need for comprehensive, localized analytical frameworks capable of assessing policy
impacts on regional and local issues.

Consequently, it is essential to design tailored models for analyzing and evaluating
legislative policies in the context of sustainable development, with attention to local
solutions. By accurately evaluating these policies and their impacts, this research can
assist policymakers in adopting strategies that reduce social and economic inequalities
across regions and enhance national quality of life. Furthermore, this study can provide
a framework for implementing legislative policies in alignment with sustainable
development and social justice. Based on the above, the main research question is
formulated as follows: What is the role of legislative public policies in promoting
sustainable development based on the development plan, and how valid is the proposed
model?

Methodology

In this study, to design and validate a model of the role of legislative public policies in
sustainable development based on the development plan, the relevant codes and themes
were first identified through a review of the Seventh Development Plan, principles
related to sustainable development, and expert interviews. These codes and themes
formed the basis of the proposed model. To assess the validity of the model, the factors
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extracted from the content analysis were examined, and the applicability of the designed
model was tested in the target population. Accordingly, the research is fundamental-
applied in terms of purpose, employs a mixed-method approach (qualitative and
quantitative) in terms of data collection, is cross-sectional in terms of data collection
time, and survey-based in terms of research nature.

The qualitative population includes university professors, policy-making and
legislative experts, members and representatives of parliamentary committees, the
Parliament Research Center, policy-making experts in executive ministries, and experts
from the Management and Planning Organization. A purposive sampling method was
used to select 13 participants for the qualitative study. The quantitative population
comprises all managers and deputies of government organizations and the Management
and Planning Organization of Iran. The total population was 1,019 individuals, and the
sample size for the quantitative (model validation) study was determined to be 247
participants according to Cohen’s table. A two-stage cluster sampling method was
employed: initially, 5 provincial centers were randomly selected from among Iran’s 31
provincial centers, and subsequently, all deputies of government organizations and the
Management and Planning Organization in each selected provincial center were
included in the sample.

Research findings

After completing the steps of assigning initial codes to participants’ utterances,
assigning initial codes to extracted statements, merging initial codes to derive basic
themes, categorizing basic themes into organizing themes, further grouping organizing
themes into overarching themes, and finalizing the themes with participant feedback and
researcher review, the final network of extracted themes is presented in Figure 1. The
results indicate that the concepts extracted regarding the role model of legislative public
policies in promoting sustainable development, based on the development plan,
comprise 99 initial codes and 9 organizing themes.

In line with the assumptions of structural equation modeling, the results addressing
this question are illustrated in Figures 1 and 2. As shown in Table 8, the organizing
themes of "economic growth," "social security and support policies," "social health
promotion," "integrated energy resources management," "enhancing the citizens' health
system,” "administrative system reform," "environmental protection,” "education
system improvement,” and "sustainable urban development" collectively represent the
role model of legislative public policies aligned with sustainable development according
to the development plan. Among these, the theme "enhancing the citizens' health
system™ accounts for the largest contribution to the role model of legislative public
policies in this context.

Specific conditions identified for effective policymaking include the organizational
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capacity of the executive branch, managerial capacity, and individual capacities beyond
the formal role. Additionally, the country's international, political, social, economic, and
technological factors were recognized as general conditions facilitating the
implementation of this strategy. The consequences of implementing effective
policymaking were categorized into three domains: organizational, national, and
stakeholder outcomes.

Conclusion

This study aimed to design and evaluate a model illustrating the role of public and
legislative policies in promoting sustainable development based on the development
plan. The results of the model analysis indicate that the final structure comprises nine
key organizing themes that, through their interaction, explain sustainable development
in the Iranian context: economic growth, social security and supportive policies,
promotion of political and social health, integrated management of energy resources,
enhancement of the citizens' health system, administrative system reform,
environmental protection, improvement of the education system, and sustainable urban
development. Among these themes, enhancement of the citizens' health system has the
greatest influence on the model, highlighting the critical importance of welfare and
quality of life in development policies. Nevertheless, the other themes also play essential
roles as executive and environmental prerequisites, forming the foundation for the
coordinated and sustainable realization of macro-level goals. The proposed model
underscores that the ultimate objectives of public policies are to improve citizens’
quality of life and increase overall welfare. Achieving sustainable development in Iran
is thus a multidimensional process that requires balanced interaction and synergy among
these nine themes. Based on the findings of the model, policy-making institutions can
adopt several measures to enhance the effectiveness of their policies.

Keywords: accreditation, public policy, legislative policies, sustainable development,
and development plan
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